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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


For the Panoplist. 
‘ON THE SABBATH. NO III. 


The Perpfetuity and Change of 


the Sabouth. 


Ir obviously results from the di- 
vine appointment of the Sabbath 
in Paradise, that it must be obli- 
gatory upon the whole human 
family to the end of time; unless 
it can be made to appear, either, 
first, that the law respecting it 
has expired by its own limita- 
tions, or, secondly, that it has 
been formally repealed by God 
himself: These two being the 
only ways, in which any of his 
institutions can eitver be sct 
aside, or Jose the smallest de- 
gree of their original binding 
force. When men impiously 
presume to make void the law 
by their traditions, they do it at 
their peril. No human authori- 
ty may ever interlere with the 
appointments of Jehovah. It 
would be infinitely less daring 
and absurd, for the meanest sub- 
ject of the greatest earthly po- 
tentate to declare the fundamen- 
tal laws of his empire null and 
void,than for man, who is a worm, 
to rise up against his Maker, 
and attempt to set aside Ais sa- 
cred institutions. The ceremo- 
mial law of the Jews, commonly 
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called the law of Moses, was in 
its nature limited and temporary. 
No other nation was ever bound 
by it, and even to the Jews them- 
stives it was only a shadow of 
good things to come. When the 
Messiah, who was prefigured in 
its costiy rites and ceremonies, 
Came, it bad begun to wax old 
and soon after vanished away. 
Not sothe law ofthe holy rest 
ordained in Parise. Itis a law 
of universal and perpetual obli- 
gation, for, first, it never can ex- 
pire by its own limitations. The 
reason 1s, it contains no limita- 
tions. The terms, in which itis 
promulgated, are general and 
indefinite. And God blessed the 
seventh day and sanctified it; be- 
cause that in it he had rested 
from all his work, which God 
created and made, Now if this 
solemn consecration of one sev- 
enth part of time imposed an ob- 
ligation upon our first parenis 
to keep that part of time holy, it 
obviously imposes the same ob- 
ligation upon all their posterity; 
no intimation whatever being 
given, that the observance of the 
sacred institution was Intended 
to be confined to a part of man- 
kind, in the first ages, or to any 
limited period of time. The 
Jaw, then, still remains in full 
force, and will so remain, 
At 
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through all succeeding genera- 
uions, unless God has seen fit, or 
shall hereafter see fit, to repeal 
it. This I will venture to ob- 
serve, secondly, he has not done. 
Let those, who think he has, 
point out the repealing act. It 
will be easy for them to show 
that the Jews, immediately after 
the resurrecticn of Christ, were 
released from their obligations 
to keep the seventh day of the 
weck. But this does not touch 
the question. They may prove, 
too, that the Jewish Sabbath was 
never binding upon Gentile con- 
verts to Christianity. But nei- 
ther is this at all to their purpose. 
It is incumbent on them to point 
us to the chapter and verse, 
where the institution of the holy 
rest of one seventh part of time, 
which was originally enjoined, is 
explicitly annulled. 

It has been said, as I am well 
aware, that the repealing act is 
recorded in two places: Rom. 
xiv, 5, 6, and Col. il, 16, 17. Let 
these passages be examined, not 
as detached independent texts, 
but as connected parts of the 
epistles, in which they occur. 
One man, saith the inspired wri- 
ter to the Romans, esteemeth one 
day above another; another es- 
teemeth every day alike. Let 
every man be fully frersuaded in 
Ahisown mind. He that regard- 
eth the day, regardethit unio the 
Lord; and he that regardeth not 
the day, to the Lord he doth not 
regard it. Now, what is the 
apostle’s meaning here? That 
the Sabbath was abolished, when 
he wrote, in so far at least, that 
it became a maiter of indiffer- 
ence what day of the week, or 
whether any day, was kept holy? 
Surely those, who put this con- 
struction upon the passage, 
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greatly err, not knowing the 
Scriptures. 

Every attentive reader of the 
New Testament must have ob- 
served, that the Jewish and 
Christian dispensations were for 
some time biended together; the 
former being gradually abolished, 
and the Jatter as gradually taking 
its place. Hence arose some un- 
happy disputes and divisions, 
between the advocates of the 
two dispensations. Miany of the 
Jewish converts thought them- 
selves and others bound to ob- 
serve the ritual law, in the same 
manner as before they embraced 
Christianity. Most of the Gen- 
tile converts, on the other hand, 
maintained, that as the ritual law 
was abolished, nu further regard 
to its various distinctions of 
meats, days, &c. was admissible. 
To pyt an end to these disputes, 
and induce the disputants to ex- 
ercise mutual forbearance, and 
charity, the apostle addressed 
them thus: Him that is weak in 
the farth receive ye, but not to 
doubtful disfutations. For one 
believeth that he may eat ail 
things. Another, who is weak, 
eateth herbs. Let not him that 
eateth despise him that eateth 
not; and let not him which ecateth 
not gudge him that eateth; for 
God has recerved him. Who art 
thou that judgest another man’s 
servant? Lohis own master he 
standeth or falleth; yea, he shail 
be holden uft, for God is able to 
make him stand. Qne man es- 
teemeth one day above another; 
another esteemeth every day 
alike. Let every man be fully 
frersuaded in his own mind. He 
that regardeth the day, regard- 
ethit unto the Lord. And he 
that regardeth not the day, to 
the Lord he doth not regard it. 
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He that cateth, eateth to the 
Lord, for he giveth God thanks; 
And he that eatcth not, to the 
Lord he eateth not, and giveth 
God thanks. It is plain from 
every word of this quotation, 
that it refers exclusively to the 
controversies which had unhap- 
pily arisen, about the observ- 
ance of the ceremonial law. 
But the Sabbath, considered 
Simply as a season of rest ana 
religious worship, was not a 
part of thatlaw. It was appoint- 
ed and sanctified, more than 
2,500 years before the law was 
given. Some things required 
of the Jews, in keeping it, might 
perhaps be ceremonial; but the 
institution itself could no more 
be abrogated, than any other 
moral precept, as a part of the 
Jcwish ritual. Indeed, it is ve- 
ry doubtiul, to say the least, 
whether the passage under con- 
sideration contains the slightest 
reference to the seventh day 
Sabbath There were many 
other days in cvery year, the re- 
jigious observance of which was 
strictly enjoined in the law of 
Moses. All, therefore, that can 
fairly be gathered from the apos- 
tle’s words, is, that the Chris- 
tians of that time might, or 
might not, regard those feast 
days, just as they thought fit, 
provided they acted conscien- 
tiously. If one convert thought 
it his duty to regard any partic- 
ular day according to the ritual, 
he might do so; while another, 
who considered the whole Mo- 
Salc dispensation as abolished, 
was not to be blamed for declin- 
ing to unite with his brother in 
such an observance. On this 
point, every one must be fuily 
persuaded in his own mind, and 
actaccordingly. If, then, God 


has abrogated the Sabbath, we 
must look clsewhere for the re- 
pealing act; for surely it is not 
found here. 

Let us then turn to Col. ii, 16, 
17, and see if we can find it 
there. The words of the apos- 
tle are, Let no man, therefore, 
judge you in meat, or in drink, or 
in resfiect of an holy day, or of 
the new muon, or of the Sabbath 
days; which are a shadow «af 
things to come: but the body is 
of Christ. Here, say those who 
maintain that the Sabbath is 
abolished, here we have the re- 
pealing act, in terms as explicit, 
as human Janguage can furnish. 
The Colossians, and of course 
all other Christians, are excus- 
ed, as welldrom obserying the 
Sabbath davs, as the new moons 
aud other Jewish festivals. 

Yo this construction of the 
words just quoted, which strikes 
at the foundation of the Chris- 
tian Sabbath, net less than three 
distinct answers can be given. 

In the first place, the con- 
struction takes for granted the 
essential thing which ought to 
be proved, viz, that the apostle 
is speaking here of the weekly 
Sabbaths. I say this ought te 
be proved; because, as is well 
known, the ceremonial law re- 
quired the Jews to keep seyer- 
al other Sabbaths every yeare 
Thus, for cxample, they were 
commanded to keep the first 
day of the seventh month, and 
also the tenth day of the same, 
asa Sabbath, throughout their 
generations. See Lev. xxiii. 
Jind the Lord spake unio Moses, 
saying, Sheak unto the children 
of Israel, saying, In the seventh 
month, in the first day of the 
moh, shall ye have a Sabbath: 
amemorial of blowing of trun 
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frets, an holy convocation. Ye 
shall do no servile work therevn, 
Aliso, on the tenth day of this 
seventh month, there shall be a 
day of atonement. Ye shail do 
ny manner cf work; it shall be a 
statute forever, throughout your 
Senerations.in ail your dwellings. 
Lt shall be unto you a Sabbath of 
rest, and ye shall afflict your 
souls, . Now, when it is consid 
ered, that ai] the other things 
mentioned by the apostle in the 
passage before us, such as 
meats, drinks, and festivals, be- 
donged te the cgremonial law, 
why might not the Sabbath days, 
which he speaks of in the very 
same verse, be the ceremonial 
Sabbaths of the Jews just men- 
tioned, and not their regular 
weekly Sabbaths? The contrary, 
IT am sure, cannot be proved; 
and, until it is proved, the text 
cannot in the least atfect the 
perpetuity of the sacred rest, 
which was from the beginning. 
This is my first answer. But 
Secondly; allowing, what can- 
not be proved, that the aposile 
refers to the ordinary Jewish 
Sabbath, and excuses every 
body, under the Christian dis- 
pensation, from observing this 
day, what does it amount to? To 
nothing more than this, that the 
observance of the seventh day of 
the week was no longer obiiga- 
tory. A Sabbath must still .be 
kept, though the day might be 
changed, and was intended to 
be changed, in commemoration 
of our Lord’s resurrection. If, 
on the one hand, such of the 
Jews as acted conscientiously 
were not to be judged, or con- 
demned, for adhering for a 
time to a dispensation, which 
was vanishing away, neither on 
-be other, were those Christians, 


whether Jewish or Gentile con- 
verts, to be condemned, for lor- 
saking at once the Jewish, and 
adopting the Christian dispensa- 
tion. Tiiisis my second ansvwer, 
The third I shall give, in the 
words of an able foreign writer. 
“It is evident from the context,” 
sayS he, “that the apostle was 
speaking of the ordinances of 
the ceremonial law, for the neg- 
lect of which no Christian was 
to be condemned. Blotting out 
the hand writing of ordinances 
that was against us, which was 
contrary to us, and took tt. out of 
the way, nutling it to Ais cross: 
Let nu man therefore judge you 
in meat crin drink, or in respiect 
of an holy day, or of the NeW 
moon, or Gf che Sabbath days. 
“In this passage the apostle is 
clearly speaking of burdensome 
ordinances: of something that 
was against them, and contrary 
to the spirituality of the Gospel. 
But can any plous person con- 
ceive, that the spending of one 
day in seven im spiritual ser- 
vices, In the delightful employ- 
ment of social worship and other 
religious exercises, could be 
ranked by tke heiy apostle a- 
mongst the things which were 
against Christianity and cone 
trary to it?) Was that imsritu- 
tion, which the p opie of God 
had been comma:ded to Cali @ 
delight, holy of the Lord, and 
honorable, now to be esteemed 
of so caruala Mature, as to be 
ranked amongst the things 
which Christ (ook out of the 
way, nailing wt to jis cross? 
Were those holy persons. who 
had been accustomed to adopt 
the lavguage of the Psalmist, 
Iwas giad when they said unto 
me, det us go uf io the hause of 
the Lord, now taugnt to estecs\ 
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a day spent in such services, as 
a part of that yoke, which neither 
the apostles nor their fathers 
were able to bear? We must de- 
stroy all just ideas of the effects 
which the preaching of the Gos- 
pel was intended to produce, 
before we can adopt such an in- 
terpretation of the apostle’s 
words,” 

This train of reasoning might 
be pursued much further; but it 
seems to me quite unnecessary 
toenlarge. The above extract 
can, I think, hardly fail to strike 
the reader’s mind with the force 
of demonstration. And now, in 
view of all that has been said, 
the question respecting the per- 
petuity of the Sabbath stands 
thus. Itisa divine and nota hu- 
man institution; and therefore 
incapable of being abrogated by 
any human authority. It was 
ordained and sanctified in Para- 
dise. It never can expire by 
its own limitations; because it 
has none. Its abolition is not 
declared, in either of the passa- 
ses which we have examined. 
It is not declared any where in 
the Bible; for no one will pre- 
tend, that any other passage can 
be produced more directly to the 
purpose. Of course, the sacred 
institution has never been abro- 
gated by divine authority. If it 
never has been thus abrogated, 
ithever will bc; for the canon 
of Scripture is full, The insti- 
tutlon must therefore be bind- 
ing to the end of the world. 
Here I might close. On this 
ground I might confidently rest 
the question. . But anumber of 
other distinct and independent 
arguments present themselves 
as auxiliaries to the preceding; 
and it would be ungrateful to 
dismiss them from the service. 
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}. The institution of the Sab- 
bath, in paradise, before the fall, 
furnishes a strong argument for 
its perpetuity. We should have 
been apt to think, perhaps, that 
while our first parents retained 
their primitive holiness, it could 
answer no valuable purpose to 
enjoin upon them the religious 
observance of any particular day, 
inasmuch as they loved God 
with all their heart, and were 
disposed to spend every day 
in his service. They could not 
need the Sabbath, as a season of 
rest from toils,” such as they 
were afterwards doomed to ex- 
perience; for their Jabor, if labor 
it might be called, was most ea- 
sy and invigorating. They had 
only to dress the garden and 
keep it. No more toil, as the 
great Epic Poet expresses it, 





Than sufficed 

‘To recommend eool zephyrs, and made 
ease 

More easy, wholesome thirst and appe- 
tite 

More grateful < 





God was, however, pleased to 
enjoin upon them a stated weck- 
ly intermission of their gentle 
and delightful care, that they 
might have nothing to divert 
their attention from the far more 
animating employment of united 
praise and adoration. For the 
same reason, that it was the 
duty and the privilege of the 
first human pair to keep the 
Sabbath, before their apostasy, 
would it have been the duty and 
the privilege of all their posteri- 
ty to keepit, if sin bad never 
entered the world. But how 
much more do we, fallen creu- 
tures, need such a s€ason of 
rest from the laborious employ - 
ments to which we are doomed? 
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How much more do we, who 
have lost the image of God, and 
are prone continually to forget: 
our obligations and dependence, 
need the leisure and the solemn 
stillness of the Sabbath to re- 
call us from our wanderings, 
and assist us in our preparauons 
for beaven? Had man in his 
primitive state been totally. de- 
praved, and had he since been 
made perfectly holy as Adam 
was betore the fall; had the Sab- 
bath, moreoyer, been given him, 
while wandering and loving to 
wander; it might have been 
plausibly argued, after the hap- 
py renovation, that such an in- 
stitution was no longer necessa- 
ry. But what can be more ir- 
vational, than to adopt the re- 
verse of the argument and say, 
that a religious instituulen, 
which God saw necessary for 
man in innocency, has ceased 
to be necessary for him since 
the fall? And yet, this is the 
absurd conclusion to which all 
the arguments againt the perpe- 
juity of the Sabbath unavoidably 
lead. 

2. That the Sabbath is nota 
eeremonial but a moral institu. 
tion, of universal and perpetual 
obligation, is put beyond ali rea- 
sonable doubt by its being incor- 
porated into the decalogue. 
Strange it is, that the morality 
of the fourth command should 
ever be questioned, when the 
duties which it enjoins are mor- 
al duties, when it was written at 
the same time, and by the same 
divine hand, as the other com- 
mands; and when it is placed be- 
tween the two tables of the mor- 
al law, as if to teach us, that pie- 
ty to God, and the conscientious 
discharge of the duties, which 

ve owe to one another, depend 


essentially upon the observance 
of the Sabbath. Even those, 
who most strenuously deny the 
perpetuity of the weekly rest, 
do not hesitate to admit, in gen- 
eral terms, that the moral law is 
now in full force, and will con- 
tinue to bind the consciences of 
ali, who are made acquainted 
with it, to the end of the world. 
Well, then, what is the moral 
law! Docs it comprise — the 
whole of what was written on 
the two tables of stone, and laid 
up with the ark? or only a part? 
if it comprises ali the ten com- 
mandments, then al! are still ob- 
ligatory. If it comprises only a 
part, then the law, as originally 
civen to Moses, is defective. 
Aud if any one of the ten con- 
sutuent ariucies may be reject- 
ed without authority, why may 
not another, or even the whole? 
If we may cotisider the fourth 
as having waxed old and vanish- 
ed away, shy not the first, the 
second, and so on to the last? 
They all vest on the same 
ground aud must stand or fall 
together 

But not to insist any longer, 
upon what Is instamped on 
the very face of the law, Iet us 
turn to our gord’s Sermon on 
the mount; and see, if he has 
not there seitled the question 
for ever. Zvink 26t, said he, 
that I am come to destroy the 
law or the firofihete: Iam no¢ 
come to destrey, but to fulfil, 
For, verily £ say unto you, trdd 
heaven and earth fiass, ene jot, 
or one tittle, shail in no wise 
fiass from the law, till ail be ful- 
filled. Let those who wouid 
set aside one whole section of 
the law welj consider the curse, 
which immediately follows. 
Whesuever, therefore, shat 
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break one of these least com- 
mandments, and shull teach men 
so, shall be called the least in the 
kingdom of heaven “That is,” 
says the judicious Scott, “either 
no true disciple at all; or one of 
the most inconsistent and mean 
of the whole company.” Mat. v, 
17, 18, 19. That Christ was 
speaking here, not of che cere- 
monial but of the moral law, is 
most evident; because he pro- 
ceeded immediately to expound 
the 6th,7th, and 8th commands of 
the decajozue. Ife had intend- 
ed to abrogate one tenth part of 
the law, would he have said, 
that he came not to destroy it? 
Would he, without giving the 
least Inthnation of the repeal, or 
intended repeal, of one im- 
portant section, have declared, 
that one jot, or one tittle, should 
in mo wise fiass from the law? 
Surely he was not in the habit 
of giving such loose and ambig- 
ious expositions of Scripture. 
He spoke plainly and positively 
in this instance, with respect to 
the nature and obligations of 
the law. He doubtless intend- 
ed, that his words should be tek- 
en in their most obvious mean- 
ing; and, if so, we have his au- 
thority for considering the com- 
mand, relative to the Sabbath, 
as really andas strongly binding 
on the then present and all suc- 
ceeding generations, as any part 
of the moral law. Zhe Lord 
hath shoken, and who shall dis- 
annul zt. 

5. The perpetuity of the Sab- 
bath is plainly implied if not di- 
rectly asserted by Christ, Mark 
li, 27, 28. And he said unto 
them, Tie Sabbath was made for 
man, and not man for the Sab- 
bath. Iherefore the Son of man is 
Lordalso of the Sabbuth. Ut the 
Sabbath WaS a gracious institution, 
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originally designed for the ben- 
efit of man, why should it not be 
for his benefit to have it contin- 
ued under the Christian dispen- 
sation? Could the great Lord of 
the Sabbath intend to deprive 
his followers of one of the most 
important means, which the 
saints had ever enjoyed, of pre- 
serving true religion in the 
world, and of promoting person- 
al holiness? No, surely. The 
wise and gracious economy of 
God towards his people was, 
from the beginning, gradually 
to increase, not diminish their 
privileges. Itis universally ad- 
mitted, that these privileges are 
more and greater under the 
Gospel, than they ever were, at 
any period, before the estab- 
lishment of the Christian 
Church. But take away the 
Sabbath, and it may confidently 
be alfirmed, that they would be 
less, Vor experience has abun- 
dantly proved, that even the 
forms of religion ‘cannot long: 
be maintained, where the Sab- 
bath is discarded. I shall only 
add, under this head, that as 
Christ was Lord of the Sabbath, 
had he intended it should cease, 
he could have repealed the law. 
Iie did not repeal it; therefore 
it re remains in force. 

4, It isa common argument, 
and I think a forcible one, in fa- 
for of the perpetuily of the Sab- 
bath, that, in speaking of the 
final destruction of Jerusalem, 
our Lord directed his disciples 
to pray, that their flight from 
that devoted city might not be 
in the winter, nor on the SadbSat/: 
days YVhe argument coicisely 
stated is this. Christ was speak- 
ing of an event, which was not 
to take place till about forty 
years. Ifthe Sabbath was ever 
abolished, the abeiltion tock 
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place near the time of the set- 
ting up of the new dispensation, 
or soon after Christ’s resurrec- 
tion. But if the Sabbath were 
to be abolished then, why did he 
speak of it as an institution, 
which would exist, and be bind- 
ing, so many years afterwards? 
Why did he direct his disciples 
to pray, that their flight might 
not be onthe Sabbath day, when, 
according to the supposition, 
they would no longer be under 
obligations to regard one day as 
holy, more than another? 

5. The perpetuity of the Sab- 
bath is manifestly capable of be- 
ing proved from the words of 
the Apostle Paul, Rom. ili, St. 
Do we then make void the law 
through faith? God forbid, yea 
we establish the law. Now 
what is it toestablish a law? To 
Maintain it, doubtless, without 
retrenchment or diminution? 
Couid it be truly said, that 
the moral law was estadlished 
through faith,or bythe plan of sal- 
vation which the Gospel reveals, 
ifan essential part of the law, 
to wit,the fourth command, were 
really abrogated? 

6. It is evident, I think, from 
what the Apostle says, Heb. iv, 
that the Sabbath is a typical in- 
stitution. Having spoken of 
the seventh day Sabbath, and re- 
ferred to the change from that 
to the first day, of which I shall 
have occasion to take notice 
more particularly in another 
place, he observes, verse 9, 
Lhere remaineth therefore a rest 
to the fpeofile of God. The rest 
ofthe holy Sabbath is an ear- 
nest to God’s people of that 
eternal rest, which is reserved 
for them in heaven. In other 
words, the sabbatical rest, ap- 
pointed by God in Paradise. ts 


the tyfies; and the rest, or sabba- 
tism, which remains in the 
world of glory, is the antityfe. 
Now itis the nature of a type 
to continue until its use is su- 
perseded by the antitype. Thus 
the typical institutions of the 
ceremonial law continued in 
force till Christ came, to whose 
person and mediatorial work they 
referred, and in whom they 
were accomplished. The earth- 
ly Sabbath, then, being a type 
of the heavenly, it must contin- 
ue till all the people of God 
shall have entered into their 
eternal rest, when there will be 
no more occasion for it. In 
other words, it must continue to 
the end of the world. 

I might proceed to show, as a 
further confirmation of the de- 
signed perpetuity of the Sab- 
bath, that it has been religiously 
kept’ by the most eminent 
Saints, in every age, from the 
resurrection of Christ, to the 
present time. I might, also, 
avail myself of the aid of several 
strong arguments, drawn from 
the application of aucient proph- 
ecies to Gospel times. But re- 
ally I cannot think it necessary. 
If God instituted the Sabbath, 
and has never abrogated it; then 
it must be perpetual. If not 
one jot, or one tittle, can ever 
pass fromm the law, then must 
the Sabbath be perpetual. If 
the Sabbath existed when Jeru- 
salem was destroyed; if the law 
is not made void but estab- 
lished through faith; and if the 
Sabbath is typical ef the heav- 
enly rest, then must it be per- 
petual. In a word, if all, or if only 
one, of the above arguments be 
conclusive, then is the per- 
petuity of the Sabbath unan- 
swerably established. 
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T cannot do justice to myself 
without a momentary digression 
here, to inform the reader, who 
may begin to look with impa- 
tience for the end of this num- 
ber, that J have been insensibly 
drawn to a length of discussion, 
which I had not contemplated; 
a trespass, which I hope will be 
pardoned. when the importance 
of the subject is duly consider- 
ed, and a pledge is given, on 
my part, not to detain him many 
minutes longer. 


A sufficient number of the 
most obvious and conclusive 
proofs, that the Sabbath has 


bcen changed from the seventh 
to the fire: day of the week, 
inay be stated in two or three 
short paragraphs. The gues- 
tion of perpetuity being decid- 
ed in the affirmative, we natur- 
ally inquire what was the prac- 
tice of the Apostles and primi- 
tive Christians. It cannot be 
supposed, that these holy men, 
especially, who were inspired 
to write the New Testament, 
would either neglect the Sab- 
bath, or change the day, without 
diyine autherity. Which day 
then did ghey keep as holy time? 
The first certainly. It was on 
the evening ef the first day of 
the week, being the very day of 
Christ's resurrection, that he ap- 
peared in the midst of his disci- 
ples, whe were evidently assem- 
Died for social worship, and said 
unto them, Peace be unto you. 
Qn the next first day of the 
eveex, they assembled again, 
when their Lord repeated his 
visit and his blessing; John xx, 
19, 26. 

Fifty days afier the resurrec- 
tion, it being the firs: day of the 
week, they were all with one ac- 
ord in one filace, when their 
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ascended Savior puta peculiar 
honor upon the day bythe mi- 
raculous effusion of the Holy 
Ghost upon the Apostles, and by 
the conversion of thousauds, un- 
der the preaching of one of their 
number; Acts, li. It was on 
the frst day of the week, that 
the disciples came together 
to break bread, and hear Paul 
preach, at Troas; Acts xx,7. The 
church at Corinth was directed 
to make ceniributiyis, on the 
Jirst day of the week, lor the relief 
of their indigeut brethren; anda 
similar order had betore been 
sive by the Apestle, to the 
churches of Galatia; | Cor. xvi, 
It was unquestionably the 
first day of the week, which in 
process of time, received the 
honorable and appropriate title 
of the Lord’s day. J was, saith 
the beloved disciple, in the sfir- 
tt on the Lord’s day; Rev. }, 
10. 
These facts are, I conceive, 
sufficient to establish the point, 
that the Aposties discontinued 
their religious observance of 
the seventh day of the week, 
immediately after the resurrec- 
tion of Christ; and thencefir- 
ward kept the first day. This 
being admitted, their example 
would be decisive in regard te 
the propriety and authority of 
the change,even if the Scrip- 
tures had furnished us with no 
special reasons for it. Surely 
the Apostles would never have 
ventured upon such a change 
without authority; and the sup- 
position, that they acted dy au- 
thority, settles the question. 


1, 2. 


But the reason of the change is 
not less obviotis from Scripture, 
than that itactually took place. 
The Sabbath was instituted to 
commemorate the compl¢ticn 
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of the stupendous work of crea- 
tion. God’s resting from all his 
work was a sufficient reason why 
all mankind should perpetuate 
the remembrance of the grand 
event, by resting every seventh 
day. But the redemption of 
man was a far more stupendous 
work, than the creation of the 
world. How rational and prep- 
er then, that the day on which 
this greater work was complet- 
ed, viz. the w.y of Christ’s res- 
urrection, should be observed 
as a day of rest and holy rejoic- 
Ing, throughout all succeeding 
generations! How cbvious the 
propriety of honoring the divine 
Redeemer, by keeping that day 
holy, on which he rested from 
all his work, as God did from 
his! 

But to proceed; the reality 
and divine authority of the 
change under consideration, is, 
1 think, completely established 
thus. Christ declares himself 
to be Lord of the Sabbath day; 
Joun says, ZL was in the spirit 
on the Lord’sday. The argu. 
ment founded on a comparison 
cf these two passages, Is sim- 
ply as follows. If Christ was 
Lord of the Sabbath, and if the 
Lord’s day mentioned by John 
was the first day of the week, 
“us most undoudtedly it was, 
then the first day of the week Is 
the Christian Sabbath. 

Again; the prophetical lan- 
guage of the Psalmist leads to 
the same conclusion; Psa!m 
CXVill, 24. 
the rejection of Christ by the 
Jews, and his subsequent exalt- 
ation to be head of the corner, 
the Psalmist adds, Zdis is the 
day which the Lord hath made, 
we will rezorce and be glad tn it. 
‘the day nere referred to was 


Having spoken of 


evidently the very day wher 
Christ was made head of the 
corner; and that was the day 
when he triumphed over death 
and the grave. Of course, that 
is the day, on which Christians 
should rejoice and be glad; or, 
in other words, it is the Chris- 
tian Sabbath. Z. X. Y. 


THOUGHTS ON THE LATE MEAS- 
URES OF THE LEGISLATURE OF 
MASSACHUSETTS IN RELATION 
TO THE SABBATH. 


In the last number of the Pano- 
plist, p. 314, appeared the [ate 
report of a conimitrce of the 
Massachusetts legislature, in re- 
lation to the Sabbath; which re- 
port was sanctioned by both 
branches of the honorable body 
to which it was made, and ts 
therefore presented to the pub- 
lic as the solemn deliberate 
opinion of the highest civil au- 
thorities in the commonwealth, 
on this moment6us concern. It 
is my design, in writing this pa- 
per, to offer some reflections, 
which have occurred to my 
mind, in regard to this legisla- 
tive proceeding. 

I would premise, that the 
highest civil authorities of a 
country are never so wel] em- 
ployed, as when directing their 
power and influence to the pro- 
motion of sound morality. By 
doing this they prevent crimes; 
(which is a thousand times bet- 
ter than to punish them;) and 
they thus secure the public hap- 
piness from interruption. It is 
to be Jamented exceedingly, 
that our state legislatures should 
not, during the last twenty 
years, have spent more time and 
care than they have done, in de- 
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fending our ancient and inval- 
suable institutions, either by en- 
acting new laws, or providing 
effectually for the execution of 
salutary laws already in exist- 
ence. Instead of watching the 
gradual progress of innovations 
upon our moral habits, and 
checking vicious practices in 
their early stages, our rulers 
have been engrossed either with 
great political questions, or with 
the applications of individuals 
for favors of a private nature. 
So true is this, that some aged 
and most respectable members 
of the community, men every 
way qualified to judge-in such 
a case, from their acquaintance 
with public business, and their 
}ust appreciation of the great 
interests of the present genera- 
tion and of posterity;-—such men 
have said, that our legislatures 
devote scarcely any of their 
time and talents to the legiti- 
mate purposes of government. 
Applications for banks, and oth- 
er corporations, have’ been 
known to take up almost the 
whole attention of the legisla- 
ture, session after session, while 
a hearing could not be obtained, 
for a single hour, on any sub- 
ject relating to the preservation 
of good morals. Yet it will be 
a small thing in the estimation 
of posterity, whether or not the 
monied men were’ able, in 
the year 1814, to obtain by 
means of corporations 7 per 
cent, for their capital, which 
‘would not otherwise have yield- 
ed them more than five or six. 
But it will be a great thing with 
posterity to have the primitive 
purity of morals restored to the 
peopie of New England,* rather 
_.*'The reason why the writer confines 
a8 observations to New England, is, 


than to have the Sabbath virtu- 
ally abolished, and the commu- 
nity hardened in such vices as 
gambling, profane swearing, and 
intemperuie drinking. It is to 
be hoped, that our legislatures 
will at length be convinced of 
the vast responsibility which 
rests upon them, as the moral 
guardians of the community, anc 
that they will act accordingly. I 
was pleased to see the obsery- 
ance of the Sabbath taken up by 
the legislature of Massachu- 
setts. Happy will it be, if this 
honorable body shall keep a vig- 
ilant eye upon the Jaws made 
for the protection of that sacred 
day, so long as legislative inter- 
ference shall promise to be use- 
ful. 

Let us now turn our attention 
to the report already mention- 
em... 

The legislature begin by, 
stating, that the laws of 1792 and 
1797, enacted to enforce a due 
observance of the Lord’s day, 
‘extend to all evils known to ex- 
ist, in regard to the outward ob- 
servance of the Sabbath.” The 
provisions of these laws are 
deemed sufficient, if they can 
be carried into effect. The 
preamble of the first law is de- 
clared to be “solemn, clear, and 
impressive.” As our readers 
generally have not.the means of 
turning to this preamble, we 
quote it for their deliberate con- 
sideration. 


‘Whereas the observance of the Lord’s 
day is highly promotive of the welfare of 
a community, by affording necessary sea- 
sous for relaxation from labor aud the 
caves of business; for moral reflections and 
conversation on the duties of life, and the 
frequent errors of haman conduct; fg: 
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public and private worship of the Maker, 
Governor and Judge of the worid; and 
for those acts of chari ity which support 
and adorn a Christian society; and where- 
us some #houghtless irreligious persons, 
inattentive to the duties and benefits of 
the Lord’s day, profane the same by un- 
neecssarily pursuing their workily “busi- 

ness and reereations on that day, to their 
own great damage, as members of a 
Christian society, to the great disturb- 
anee ofwell disposed persons, and to the 
great damage of the community, by pro- 
ducing dissipation of manners ard im- 
moralities of life.”— 


Let the reader here observe, 
that the legisixture declare the 
‘observance of the Lord’s day to 
be highly firomotive of the wel- 


Jare of a community, and stig- 


matize the violators of the Sab- 
bath as “thoughtless hreligious 
persons, Inattentive to the du- 
ties and benefits of the Lord’s 
cay;” and that they declare the 
profanation of this day to issue 
in “the great damage of the 
community, by producing dissi- 
pation of manners and immorali- 
cies of life.” 

‘The pernicious tendency of 
the allowed profanation of the 
Sabbath is no new doctrine. It 
has been held by all enlightened 
statesmen, in every Christian 
country. It has been held by 
every wise Icgislator in New 
England, from the first seitle- 
ment of the country to the pres- 
ent day. It has been expressed 
inalong seri@s of statutes. st 
was solemnly declared in the 
preamble just quoted, which re- 
ceived the sanction of the legis- 
Jature in 1792. It was solen.niy 
ve-affirmed by the legislature in 
1797, when additional penalties 
were linposed, us a deicnce of 
ihe preceding staiute. And now, 
in 814, the jegislature pro- 
nounce an eulogitum on the same 
preambie. They do more,as we 
shall presentiy see. 
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In the mean time, it 1s well 
worthy of particular attention, 
that a subject which has attract- 
ed the care and vigilance of so 
many succeeding legislatures; 
must be presumed, without fur 
ther examination, to be an im- 
portant subject. It is no party 
question, nor a thing of merely 
temporary Interest. It isa ques- 
tion equally important at ail pe- 
riods of the woerid, and in all 
states of society. It radically 
affects the very constitution of a 
well ordered community. But 
10 proceed with the Report. 

The legislature next say, that 
the pensiuies of the existing 
laws appear adequate, at Jeust 
until “it shall appear from a fair 
experiment in executing the 
laws, that the evils are not re- 
moved.” While they declare, 
“that no further legal provisions 
ave required,” they proceed to 
observe, that they “are still ime 
pressed with a deep sense of the 
in: portance of the evil complain- 
ed of, both by the clergy and 
the people.” It has been too 
common to sneer at any altempts 
to eniorce the observance of the 
Lord’s day, as visionary, imprac- 
ticable, unnecessary, and the off- 
spring of a heated Imagination. 
The canger apprehended trom 
the present state of things has 
been vidiculed as a chimera, 
Lut what is the real voice of the 
communty on this subject’ The 
ciergy and the people, (the most 
respectable part of the peuple 
t00,) petition the Jegislaiure to 
suppress some grearevil. Do 
the legislature say, that there is 
ho €vil, or only a small one? Far 
cough from this. ‘hey deciare 
themscives to be impressed with 
a deefi scise of the imporiance of 
ihe evil, Nor are they” conten 
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ed with simply bewailing the ex- 
istence of the evil. They ‘are 
desirous.to give all the aid in their 
frower io the execution of the 
laws, by their renewed sanction,’ 
Let it not be said hereafter, that 
the voice of the community is 
against the execution of the laws 
to protect the Sabbath. The 
voice of.the wise, sober, reflect- 
ing, conscientions part of the 
community, is in favor, most de- 
cidedly in favor, of a faithful ex- 
ecution of these laws. And who 
are against it? None but shallow 
moralists, and shallow  politi- 
cians. None but the rash, the 
thoughtless, the dissolute; those, 
who care nothing for the public 
rood, nothing for posterity; who 
are ignorant whence the public 
happiness must proceed, and re- 
gard only the temporary gratifi- 
cation of their lawless passions. 
The true iriend of his country 
will derive strength and anima- 
tion from the fact, that the legis- 
lature is pledged to give all the 
aid in its power to the execution 
of the Jawsin question. He will 
feel the peculiar need of combi- 
ned and active exertions, under 
the recent sanction of the legis- 
lature. He will boldly assume 
the tone and manner of a person 


who knows he is seeking the 


real good of the community. 
The legislature next proceed 
to state, ina dignified manner, 
and in addition to their approba- 
uon of the preamble above quo- 
ied, their full opinion of the im- 
portance of the Sabbath. “We 
believe,” say they, “that an en- 
lightened, uniform and pious ob- 
servance of the Loru’s day, 1n at- 
tending public and private in- 
struction and worship ourselves, 
and in refraining from all ac- 
tions and practices which may 
disturb the worship and instruc- 


tion of others, is @ duty sol- 
emnly binding upfion the conscience 
of every individual, We believe 
that without the appointment 
and continuance of the Lord’s 
day, public instruction and wor- 
ship would soon Janguish, and 
perhaps entirely cease:”—Here | 
must stop to.ask the reader, if he 
has been accustomed to regarc 
the subject in this light. If he 
has, I would ask whether he has 
made every practicable effort to 
prevent so awful a calamity, as is 
here contemplated! The Jegis- 
lature plainly view the subject in 
its just light. Lvery person, 
therefore, who contributes, by 
his influence or example, to 
break down the Sabbath, con- 
tributes in the same degree to 
destroy all public worship, and 
to introduce the reign cf Athe- 
ism and of violence and blood. 

“We believe,” add the Legis- 
lature, “that private worship and 
the best virtues of social life 
would share the same fate.’ 
How imperious then the neces- 
Sity and the dutyyof using every 
possible mean to avert so tre- 
mencous an evil. Well may the 
legislature interpose. Well may 
all good men rally to protect, 
and preserve for their children, 
all that is desirable in social life. 
Weil may the country be alarm- 
ed when the Sabbath is in den- 
Per, 

The legislature next declare 
their beliet, “that the Scriptures, 
containing the records, the prip- 
ciples, the duties, and the hopes 
of vur religion, would,” were it 
not for the Sabbath, *soon pass 
from the recollection of multl- 
tudes of our ciuzens who now 
regard them, and never become 
known to the great body of the 
rising generation: that the pow- 
erful and happy influence, wich 
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they now exert upon public sen- 
timent and morals, would be 
seen no longer:’—The writer 
of these remarks was peculiarly 
happy to find the preceding 
opinion so clearly stated by the 

legislature of Massachusetts, as 
it is an opinion, which he has 
uniformly held and inculcated, 
and one which, unless he is mis- 
taken, has becn expressly main- 
tained in the Panoplist. This 
opinion can be established by 
reasoning from the most solid 
principles, and by appealing to 
the unerring decisions of expe- 
rience. Into what a gulf of 
wretchedness would the viola- 
tors of the Sabbath plunge their 
country? Their example tends 
to banish religion from the 
world, to introduce heathenism, 
to transform a moral community 
into 2 gang of cheats, robbers, 
debauchees, and assassins. Is 
this language too strong? Look 
at the sentence, which foilows 
the above quotations from the 
opinion of the legislature, and 
you will see it there asserted; 
“that the safety of the state, the 
moral and religious improve- 
ment of the people, the personal 
security and happiness of all, are 
intimately, if wot inseparably, 
connected with the unzform and 
conscientious observance oi the 
Lord’s day, and its various Insti- 
tutions and services;’’—lI break 
in upon the chain of inferences 
here, to assert the obvious pro- 
priety of iegislating, in ref- 
erence to the Sabbath. It has 
been said, that as religion is a 
concern between man and his 
Maker, civil rujers have noth- 
ing todo with ms commands or 
observances; and that all laws 
for the punishment of Sabbath- 
breaking and prolane swearing 
are improper exertions of au- 


thority. But are not rulers 
bound to regard and provide for 
“the safety of the state,” and 
“the personal security and hap- 
piness of the people??? And, in 
doing this, are they not bound 
to consult their own observation 
and their own consciences, the 
records of past ages and the 
opinions of the wise and good 1% 
every age? or must they rely 
upon the bold assumption of 
Sabbath-breakers and swearers, 
as a safe directory? 

As to the fact, that where the 
Sabbath is disregarded the Scrip- 
tures are unknown and forgot- 
ten, and the public morals shock- 
ingly corrupted, let any person 
look at a community, in which a 
Jarge portion of the people vio- 
late the Sabbath, and he will be 
convinced. Look at the city of 
London, where more than three 
quarters of the people pay no re- 
ligious attention to the Sabbath, 
and you will find more than 
half the families, in some of the 
most populous districts, utterly 
destitute of the Scriptures. You 
will find an immense majority of 
the inhabitants, not excluding 
the higher ranks from a share, 
totally ignorant of religion in 
theory, and vast multitudes 
grossly immoral in practice. 
Read Colquhoun’s Police of 
London, and you wili be aston- 
ished at the number, atrocity, 
and variety of crimes perpetrat- 
ed in that vast metropolis, and 
at the almost incredible muiti- 
tude of criminals, who live in the 
habitual perpetration of crimes 
known by them to be punisha- 
ble by death Though the 
ereater number escape the sen- 
tence of the law by their cun- 
ning and their secrecy, yet the. 
number of those, who are annu- 
ally convicted of capital crimes, 
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mndeither executed or trans- 
ported to Botany Bay, is aston- 
ishingly great. Onexamining 
these criminals you will find 
them habitually Sabbath-break- 
ers almost to a man, and most 
woefully ignorant of the Scrip- 
tures and of the first principles 
of Christianity. Look at New- 
Qrleans, where the Sabbath is 
diregarded by nearly, if not 
quite, the whole population, and 
you will find a corresponding 
degree of ignorance and crimin- 
ality. Walk into the suburbs of 
this most licentious city, and see 
the shady avenues filled with 
gaming tables, at which several 
hundreds sit down, on every 
pleasant Sabbath, to perpetrate 
many kinds of wiekedness at 
once. Search these men, ‘and 
you will find daggers under their 
clothes. Do you wonder that 
robberies, piracies, and mur- 
ders are often committed? or 
thatthe guilty escape punish- 
ment? 

’ Tn those parts of this country, 
where the Sabbath was formerly 
veverenced by nearly all the 
people, and where the violation 
of that sacred rest was not toler- 
ated in a single instance, the 
number of crimes perpetrated 
was exceedingly small. With 
the growing neglect of the Sab- 
bath, the number of crimes has 
been gradually increasing. It 
is questionable whether a single 
man has been executed in this 
country, within the last fifty 
years, 


civil justice, or whether a sin- 
gle tenant of our state prisons 
can be found, who had not, in ei- 
ther case, been habitually guilty 
of neglecting the Sabbath pre- 
viously to his committing the 
crime, which brought upon him 


in the administration of 
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the vengeance of the. laws, 
There is the most abundant 
reason, then, for the interference 
of the legislature to enforce a 
uniform observance of the Sab- 
bath. But let me return from 
this digression. 

The legislature infer, “that 
we are all bound to make every 
just and proper effort to secure 
the execution of the laws, which 
have been already made upon 
this important and interesting 
subject.” This is undoubtedly 
a pressing duty. Let it be seen 
and felt, and urged, by minis- 
ters of the sanctuary and magis- 
traies, by parents and teachers 
of youth, by all in short, who re- 
gard the good of their country, 
the welfxre of posterity, or the 
increase and flourishing state of 
the Christian church. Let ac- 
tions succeed to arguments; and 
let not the true friends of hu- 
man happiness think of resting 
in their exertions, till the Sab- 
bath shall be as generally ob- 
served as it was fifty years ago; 
—till all travelling on that day, 
every species of amusement, 
the carrying of the mails and the 
keeping open of post-offices,with 
the exception of cases of HeCOus 
sity, shall be utterly prevented 
No well informed man, if wor- 
thy to be called either a Chris- 
tian or a patriot, would wish to 
stop short of this mark. Is it 
doubted whether individuals are 
bound, in their private capacity, 
to exert themselves for the ex- 
ecution of the laws? Let the per- 
son who doubts consider, that the 
legislature of Massachusetts 
have made a direct and powerfuij 
appeal to the people for their 
aid in executing the laws. This 
subject is introduced by the fol- 
lowing just observations. “Howe 
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ever wisely and skilfully laws 
may be framed, they must great- 
ly depend upon the public senti- 
ment and virtue, and especially 
in all measures of a moral and 
religious character, for their 
final and complete success. We 
trust the public sentiment and 
virtue in this commonwealth 
are sufficientiy elevated and 
fiowerful to secure the execu- 
tion of just laws for the observ- 
ance of the Sabbath, when once 
the public mind shall be frop- 
erly and simultaneously directed 
to this object, and to the reasons 
which enfarce it,” 

Let it never be said hereafter, 
that it is improper or unneces- 
sary for individuals to combine 
their efforts and their influence 
to support the laws; at least, let 
not this be said, till it shall be 
first proved, that the legislature 
of this commonwealth are alto- 
gether mistaken in their view 
of the subject. This honorable 
body not only calls upon the 
people for their exertions in fa- 
vor of the laws, but points out 
some prominent n:easures to be 
adopted in furtherance of so 
ecreata design. These meas- 
ures are, 

1. The transmission of a copy 
ofthese legislative proceedings 
to every minister of the Gospel 
in the commonwealth, 

2. The reading of the laws 
for the due observance of the 
Lord’s day, by every minister, 
in his pulpit, on the Sabbath. 

That each minister, by par- 
ticular request of the legisla- 
ture, should point out to his 
people, as fully and explicitly 
as the circumstances of his peo- 
ple may require, the importance 
and value of the Sabbath, and the 
veasgns which bind us to ob- 
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‘serve it, and to obey the laws of 


the commonwealth. 

4. That the people be called 
upon to elect moral and relig- 
ious men to the office named for 
the particular execution of the 
laws in regard to the Sabbath. 

5. That the people be remind- 
ed of the necessity of support- 
ing such public officers in the 
faithful discharge of their duty. 

6. That the officers them- 
selves should be discreet, judi- 
cious, and benevolent, while they 
are honest and firm in the exe- 
cution of their trust, according 
to the oath of office prescribed 
in the statute. 

I have abridged this part of 
the report for the sake of me- 
senting the differcnt points to 
ihe mind of the reader at once, 
As areasou of the fourth recom- 
mendation above cited, the leg- 
Islature express a desire, ‘that 
the public may have a rational 
confidence that all proper means 
will be adopicd to meet the just 
expectations of the legislature, 
and of all the overs of right- 
eousness, fieace and order.’ As 
a reason of the £/7# recommen- 
dation, the legislature represent 
the people as obligated to pro- 
tect the public officers, “by pre- 
serving the common sentiment 
intheir favor, and net permit- 
ting it, by neglect or irritation, to 
turn against them, to injure their 
reputation, business er happi- 
hess.” 

On the preceding measures, 
and the reasoning of the legisla- 
ture, | beg leave to offer the 
following brief remarks, in ad- 
dition to what has been already 
said. 

Yirst: The legislature repre- 
sent themselves as catertaining 


Just expectations that the laws 
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respecting the Sabbath will be 
executed. 

Secondly: They represent all 
the lovers of righteousness, fieace 
and order as entertaining the 
same just expectations; conse- 
quently all persons, who oppose 
the execution of these laws, are, 
in the opinion of the legislature 
of Massachusetts, Aaters of 
righteousness, fieace, and order. 

Thirdly: The legislature with 
manifest propriety assume a tru- 
ly parental character, in the con- 
cern which they discover for 
the protection of faithful public 
officers. This is the most no- 
ble and dignified trait, in the 
truly valuable report which I 
have been considering. If the 
jegislature would frequently ap- 
pear before the public in this 
beneficent character, they would 
commend themselves to the 
hearts and consciences of the 
people, and would take strong 
hold of the affections of all good 
citizens. Such a course would 
tend very powerfully to perpet- 
uate our republican institutions, 
and restore them to their for- 
mer purity. 

Fourtnly: The legislature re- 
fer to the oath of office as a_sol- 
emn pledge for the faithful per- 
formance of arduous duties, and 
not as an unmeaning formulary. 
O how earnestly is it to be de- 
sired, that oaths of office should 
be regarded as they really are, 
as they are intended to be un- 
derstood, and as they will be in- 
terpreted at the great day by the 
Judge of the world. 

It is one of the most awful 
marks of human depravity, that 
oaths of office have been evad- 
ed, explained away, or shame- 
fully violated, in every commu- 


nitv of any considerabie duration, 
Vor. X. 
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within the whole extent of histo- 
ry. The downward progress 1s 
slow at first, but afterwards as- 
tonishingly rapid. A striking 
instance of this is to be seen, in 
the conduct of church-wardens 
in Great Britain. So entirely is 
their oath ot office disregarded, an 
oath imposed to preserve the pu- 
rity of the Established Church, 
that the Christian Observer, a 
work conducted by members of 
that church plainly intimates, 
that the periodical visitations 
present to the eye one immense 
mas3 of official perjury. But we 
need not leave our own country 
tor examples. [et any one look at 
the duties imposed by our laws 
upon justices of the peace, grand 
jurors, select men, constables, 
and tything men; and then see in 
what manner these duties are 
neglected, although every one 
of these officers is under oath 
to perform all the duties of his 
office. After such a prospect, 
there is no need of going to for- 
eign countries for proofs of pub- 
lic degeneracy. 

It might be curious to form 
an oath of office to suit the prac- 
tice of many of our public offi- 
cers. If Iam _ not mistaken, it 
would run somewhat as follows: 
“f solembly swear that I will 
faithfully and truly discharge the 
duties ofa —, as prescribed by 
the laws of this commonwealth; 
frovided said lawsare,in my ofiin- 
ion, Justand salutary, and have 
not become obsolete in consequence 
of theimpfrevements of modern 
times; and pfirovided it shall afi- 
frear to me expedient, that said 
laws shall be executed; and frro- 
vided I can discharge the said du- 
ties, imposed ufton said office, with 
jerfect ease, comfort and repiuta- 
tion to myself, and without the 
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smallest risk of incurring any fier 
sonal inconvenience or unpofiular- 
ity.”” Would votsuch an oath be a 
gross affront to God;—an impu- 
dent trifling on a most solemn 
subject? What must be the guilt, 
then, of taking a very different 
oath, and acting as though it were 
expressed in the manner above 
stated? What woukl be thought 
of an oath for the President of 
the United States in the follow- 
ing words: “I do solemnly swear 
that I will faithfully execute the 
office of President of the United 
States, and will, to the best of 
my ability, preserve, protect, 
and defend the constitution of 
the United States; so faras I 
cun execute said office consistent- 
ly witha sufireme regard to my 
own ease, emolument and popfiu- 
larity.” If such an oath would 
appear shocking, even to be 
read, how great must be the 
criminality of a country, in 
which many thousang guardians 
of the public peace and welfare 
systematically act, in violation of 
their oaths, on the principles ex- 
pressed in the preceding salvo, 
which I have placed at the close 
of the real oath of the Chief 
Magistrate of the United States? 

Lastly: Now is the time for 
making a nobie, vigorous, pcer- 
severing effort, in every part of 
our couniry, to secure the exe- 
cution of all the laws enacted 
for the promotion and preserva- 
tion of the public morals. A 
large part, and much the best 
part, of the community is awake 
upon the subject. A conviction 
that something must be done is 
vecoming quite prevalent. Let 
this convicuon be.enforced and 
extended in every quarter; let 
the hands of faithful public of- 
ficers be strengthened; let their 
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number be increased; let the in- 
fluence of all the “lovers of right- 
eousness, peace and order,” be 
concentrated, and powertully di- 
rected to one good object after 
another; and with the blessing of 
God, we shall soon see a glori- 
ous reformation begun, which 
will terminate in a more glori- 
ous consummation, than we 
should at present dare to antici- 
pate. A. B. 


ORIGINAL LETTER FROM THE 
REV. PRESIDENT FINLEY TO 
THE REV. DR. BELLAMY. 


Nassau Hall, Princeton, 
Nov. 10, 1763. 
My very firecious 
Brother and Friend, 

Drip you not sometimes think I 
had forgotten, or neglected, or 
become cold and_ indifferent 
about you? It was all false. I 
have had your letter on my desk 
ever since I received it, that it 
might be before me. I saw it 
every week; sometimes every 
day; and never saw it without 
thinking of you and of answer- 
ing it. It will seem mysterious 
that I could not, in so longa 
time, scrape a few minutes. I 
could hase done so; (though if 
you were here you would say I 
had double work for every min- 
ute;) but I could not yet redeem 
so many hours, as to get through 
your good book on the Gospel, 
which you desired me to read 
critically, and give you my opin- 
ion. I still pat off writing to 
you, until I could gratily my- 
self us well us you by this thing; 
and this was what prevented 
me, I at last resolved I must 


write, and tell fou the case as it 
I have not yet in all the 


is. 
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scraps of time I could steal, 

half through the pieces; but *: 
can honestly tell you, that what 
I have read I read with a fall 
approving relish, and took the 
gvodness of the whole so far 
for granted, that I recommend- 
ed it to Mr. D—, a young Epis- 
copalian minister of Philadel- 
phia, a fine orator, who seems 
to have got a new heart, and who 
was much taken with your Dia- 
lorues, and Mr. kdwards on 
Religious Affections, The sum 
of the matter is, I. like your 
piece so well that I am not at 
ease until l getthrough it. If] 
find any thing from which I dis- 
sent, you shail know it with the 
irankness of a friend, as soon 
as I can get leisure. But when 
I think of apologies for delay- 
ing answers, | could write a 
Sheet, and yet could hardly 
make you sensibic of all my at- 
fairs. 

As to the questions about 
which you desire my opinion, | 
must be very brief. ; 

“i. Are not the best doings 
of the unconverted entirely dese 
titute of virtue, yea sinful?” 

Answer. Yes, formally sin- 
ful, but not materially. | 

“2. How can God, consistent 
with ihe holiness of his nature, 
require sinful actions?” 

Answer. He cannot require 
them at all; nor, (in answer 
to the third,) does he any 
where require, that persons 
should do actions sinful, or in a 
sinful manner. 

“4. If God and Christ do not 
exhort to unholy, unconverted 
endeavors, what right have min- 
isters todo it?” 

Answer. None at all. But 
itis one thing to exhort to un- 
holy endeavors, and another to 


exhort unholy persons to en- 
deavor holy actions. To exhort 
to unholy endeavors as such, !s 
absurd; but to exhort sinners to 
seek, knock, strive, kc. as God 
has commanded, is to exhort 
them to holy, not unholy, en- 
deavors. *Tis one thing to say, 
the prayers of the unconverted 
are sin; and another to say, it is 
a sin for such to pray. Their 
plonghing is sin; but it cannot 
be their sin to plough. An en- 
deavor to pray is an endeavor to 
do aholy action; and that en- 
deavor must be as mnch a du- 
ty, as to plough, which is a Civ- 
li action. God, who does not 
require unholy actions, yet re- 
quires unholy persons to en- 
deavor good actions: therefore 
such an endeavor is materially 
holy, and agreeable to the di- 
vine perfecticns to require. 
iknow not whether I make 
my meaning intelligible; but I 
Cannot take time to better what 
I have written, nor enlarge. 4 
reaily think Sandeman’s scheme 
is pernicious, and his talk on 
this head a mere twirl of am- 
biguous words. He seems an 
instrument of Satan to divide 
the Church, and confuse Chris- 
tians in their religious course. 

I forgot to send you our Col- 
lege Theses; but will now send 
you both years’ together. I re- 
ceived and distributed your 
good sermons according to di- 
rection. 

The Lord has been very gra- 
cious to this College the past 
year. A goodly number, I think, 
have been hepefully turned to 
God:—and all carried on smooths 
ly, aud unobserved, save to such 
as Were on the spot. I cannot 
be descriptive, but in general i 
assure you that God is here 
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furnishing winisters for his 
Church. 

Shall I never see you till we 
meet in heaven? I expect to see 
you there; but if you knew what 
a heavy. leaden, laggard, and 
dull soul I have, you would won- 
der at my hopes, as I sometimes 
do myself. Help me with your 
prayers, which I greatly need 
and desire. 

I do not remember to have 
written so long a letter in this 
sort for years. You will see the 
indications of burry through it. 
Assure my old triend, Mrs. Bel- 
Jamy, that [have not forgotten 
her. Give her my affectionate 
regards, and believe me to be, 
cmphatically, 

Yours, &c. 
SAMUEL Fintey. 

Rey. Mr. Bellamy. 


A SHORT SERMON. NO. ITIL 


JOHN v, 40, 
Le will not come to me, that ye 
nicht have lfc. 


My fellow sinners, behold here 
the only dificulty in the way of 
vour Salvetion. Ye wll not! An 
all-suficient Savior has been 
provided. An infinite ransom 
has been found. An unlimited 
atonement has been made. <A 
door cf everlasting meicy bas 
been set open. God has cex- 
pressly declared, that he is not 
willing that any shouid perish, 
but that all should come io re- 
pentance. Christ has invited 
every weary and heavy-laden 
sinner to come unto him; and 
elven us ah assurance, tbat he 
will in no wise cast off any who 
come, The Spuit and the 


Bride say, come; and the contin- 
ual language of the Gospel is, 
VW kosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely. Yes; and 
these calls and promises are all 
yea and amen in Christ Jesus— 
founded on eternal truth, and 
supported by almighty power. 
Where, then, can you find che 
cause of the impenitent sinper’s 
destruction, but in his own 
choice? To this catse_ the 
Scriptures uniformly ascribe it; 
and beyond this cause they suf- 
ferusnot to look. .O IJsraed, 
saith the Lord, thou hast des- 
troyed thyself. Ye will: not, 
saith the Savicr in our text, ye 
will not come to me, that ye 
might have life. Again he saith, 
This is the condemnation that 


light is come tito the world, . 
and men loved darkness rather, 


than light, because their deeds 
were evil. 

But the cold-hearted specula- 
tor, the vain disputer of this 
world, will object to this truth, 
and attempt to exculpate the im- 
peniient sinner. He will ask, 
how man’s free agency and ac- 
countability can be reconciled 
with his dependence on divine 
erace--with the immutability of 
the divine government—with 
the certainty of divine  fore- 
knowledge—with the eternal 
purposes of the divine will? To 
such presumptuous inquiries— 
to such ebjections, raised by hu- 
nan vanity, and supported by 
human jgnorance, we have no 
answerto make. We leave In- 
finite Wisdom to comprehend 
infinite subjects. We believe, 
(because revelation concurs 


with reason in establishing the 
belief,) that the Lord reigneth; 
—that he doeth his pleasure in 
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heaven and on earth;—that his 
counsel is sure and _ standeth 
fast forever;—and yet we be- 
lieve, (because revelation con- 
curs with consciousness in es- 
tablishing the belief,) that men 
are free agents and accountable 
creatures. Thus far the Scrip- 
tures proceed; thus far we pro- 
ceed; and thus far to proceed 
will be satisfactory toevery hum- 
ble mind. But to those, who 
affec: to be-wise above what is 
written, we can only say; Secret 
things belong unto God; but the 
things which are revealed, un- 
to usand our children, 

It may, however, be further 
said by way of objection to our 
doctrine, that many are willing 
and extremely anxious to be 
saved, who nevertheless have no 
hope, and can obtain no aope of 
salvation. Our answer to this 
objection is, that a man’s hope or 
fear is not always a criterion of 
his spiritual state. The hum- 
ble Christian may all his life 
work out his salvation with fear 
and trembling, while Ged is 
working in him both to will and 
to do of his own good fileasure; 
aud the thoughtless sinner, trust- 
ing to a refuge of lies, or the 
self-deluded hypocrite, seeking 
ihe approbation and praise of 
men, may be supported by a 
false hope, which shall finally 
be cut off and perish. 

But it may be said still fur- 
ther, (for it has been said.) that 
ad/ are willing to be saved;—that 
all have a desire to be saved.— 
‘Lo be saved from what? trom 
sin? for a corrupt heart anda 
wicked life? A strange desire 
tor an impenitent sinner! Cana 
mnan feel a sincere desire to be 
dclivered from sin without re- 


pentance for sin? What kind of 
desire is that, which is consist- 
ent with an opposite desire? 
What kind of desire is that, 
which leaves a man opposed to 
the object desired, and in love 
with that, which he desires to 
forsake? No, my friends, an 
impenitent sinner never yet sin- 
cerely and ardently desired to 
be saved from sins He may 
wish to be happy. He may 
wish to be saved from misery. 
He may wish to goto heaven. 
Buta desire of holiness cannot 
dwell .with a love of iniquity. 
Where such a desire really ex- 
ists, it will excite anxiety; it will 
lead to repentance; it will pro- 
duce watchfulness and prayer; 
it will cause a sfriving to enter 
into the spiritual kingdom ot 
heaven; it will bring jorth fruit 
unto holiness, Set it down 
therefore, as an established 
truth, that if you sin, you sin 
freely;—if you perish, you per- 


ish voluntarily. Be assured, if 


you walk in darkness, it is hot 
because light hath net cone in- 
tu the worid, but because you 
love darkness rather than light. 
If you have not life, it is not be- 
cause life is not offered you; but 
because you choose death; be- 
cause you will not repair to 
Christ. 

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, said 
our blessed Savior, while he 
wept over that devoted city, ow 
often would I have gathered thy 
children torether, even as a hen 
&athereth ker chickens under her 
wings,and ye would not! The 
compassion of the Redcemer Is 
still the same; and the obstinacy 
of impenitent sinners In reject- 
ing bin is. still the cause of 
their destructicn. Say ict, then 
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that necessity is laid upon you, 
and you must perish Say rath- 
er, In the Janguage of the return- 
ing prodigal; J will arise and 
goiomy father. I will repent 
and return unts the Lord. QO, 
May €very sinner, into whose 
hand this address may fall, or 
to whom it may be read, feel 
himself stripped of his vain 
pleas. bow the knee to Jesus, 
and become wiliing to be saved! 
This, O siniul children of men, 
is all, that is nec« ssary for your 
saivation. God is willing to 
save you. ‘}be Father hath in- 
vited you toreturn. Christ bata 
opened a way for your return, 
The Holy Spirit is ready to jead 
you li that way. Whether Jew 
or Gentile, bond or free, you 
may find access to the Father of 
mercies, through Christ by the 
Spiri—-yea access even to the 
mcrcy-seat, to obtain pardon for 
ull your past sins, and grace to 
heip ia every future tume of 
necd. You want nothing but a 
wilung rmoind—an ardent desire 
to be saved—a hatred of sin and 
a love of holiess—a disposition 
to approach fmmanuei and thus 
be 1econciicd to this God with 
us. All, who have this disposi- 
tion, wili be saved. for every 
one that axketh receiveth; and 
he, that secketh, finceth; and to 
Aim, that knockcth, uf shai be 
opened, Wheretore, turn yey 
turn yes; for why will ye de. 


Let the wicked forsake his nay, - 


and the unrighicous man his 
thoughts; and tet him return un- 
to tine Lord, for he will have 
mercy ufion him, ana unio our 
God, fur he will abundantly par- 
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ON THE CHARACTER OF CHRIST, 
For the Panoplist. 


ANTIFRINITARIANS confidently 
disregard all the arguments, in 
proof of the Divinity of Christ, 
from his divine dignity, offices, 
and attributes, on the ground 
that he possesses all these by 
the mere pleasure of the Father, 
But this plea is certainly une 
founded and fallacious. 

Tinat Christ possesses all by 
the mere pleasure of the Father, 
Is strenuously urged with res- 
pect to his character of finak 
Judge. Repeated testimonies 
of Scripture, that Christ is or- 
dained and appointed the Judge, 
are adduced as decisive evi- 
dence, that he will execute the 
office as the mere deputy of Je- 
hovah, Butifit can be proved 
that he executes the office upon 
his own account, for the main- 
tenance of his own rights, it will 
be manifest, that his being or- 
dained and appointed Judge does 
not imply that he will act in that 
character, as the mere deputy 
of another. 

In the second Psalm, we have 
a clear testimony that he will 
judge the world as the avenger 
of his own wrongs. After fore- 
telling the establishment of 
Chrisv’s kingdom, notwithstand- 
ing the opposition of Jews and 
(.entiles, the prophet gives a 
solemn admonition. Be wise 
now, thercfore, “O ye kings; be 
instructed, ye pudgcs of the eart/. 
Serve the Lord with feary and 
rejuice with trembang. Kiss the 
Son, lest he be angry; and ye 
fherish from the way, uhen his 
wrathis kindled but a littte. 
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In Luke xix, 12—27, the 
transactions of the last judg- 
ment are illustrated by the par- 
able of the talents. The noble- 
man, who went into a far coun- 
try to receive a kingdom and 
return, is evidently Christ; the 
ten servants are those, who pro- 
fess to acknowledge his chatac- 
ter as Messiah and Lord; the 
citizens, who opposed, intend 
the Jewish peopie, and all the 
open enemics of Christ’s king- 
dom. According to this para- 
ble, Christ will judge the world 
entirely on his own account. 

The passage, He that falleth 
on this stone shall be broken; 
but on whomsoever it shall fall, 
tt will grind him to fiowder, con- 
veys aterrible idea of the ven- 
geance of Christ on his oppos- 
ers, The builders rejected the 
headstone of the corner, but it 
would take its place, notwith- 
Standing their opposition, and 
they themselves, standing in its 

way, would be crushed by it. 

In Matthew xxiv, from verse 

2nd to the end, Christ, having 
informed his disciples that his 
coming to judge them would be 
sudden, exhorts them to kecp 
constantly in readiness for it. 
tfc reprgsents to them the hap- 
piness of a faithful steward, en- 
trusted with the care of the 
household during his master’s 
absence, when his master return- 
ing home should witness and 
reward his fidelity. And he 
warns them what must be the 
fate of an untaithful servant, 
when his master should come 
unexpectedly and take an ac- 
count of his conduct. If the re- 
lation of this master to his ser- 
vants represents the relation of 
Christ to his disciples, Christ 
will judge the world not as a 


mere agent of another, but as a 
proprietor securing his own 
rights. And if we watch for 
Christ’s coming with surh so- 
licitude to gain approbation, as 
is here inculcated. we shall bard- 
ly fail to regard him as Jehovah. 

In the next chapter, ‘from 
verse 3lst to the end, we finda 
a decisive testimony that Christ 
wili judge the worid for himself. 
In this description of the judg- 
ment, the reason assigned for the 
glorious reward of the righteous 
is, that they had shown kindness 
to Christ; for which kindness He, 
as if indebted to them, wovld 
make them a return. And when 
the righteous express their sur- 
prise that Christ should repre- 
resent hinmseif as have experi- 
enced kindness from them, he 
assures them, that since they 
had done it to one of the least of 
his brethren, they had done it 
unto him. But the wicked are 
condemned tor having refused 
to show kindness to Christ, since 
they had not done it to one of 
the least of his brethren. And 
this different treatment of Christ, 
is the oniv ground here stated 
of the acceptance of the right- 
eous and the condemnation of 
the wicked. The expressions 
of the Judge, Inasmuch as ye 
have donett to one of the least 
of these, my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me, and, Jnusmuch 
as ye did ut not to one if the 
least of these, ye did it not to me, 
forcibly impress the idea, that 
Christ will judge the world on 
his own account; and not as the 
mere constituted deputy of 
another. 

In various addresses to the 
people, Christ represented him- 
selt as the Lord of all, in a sense 
comiermable to the foregoing 
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representations of the judgment. 
He asked them, Way call ye me 
Lord, Lord, and do not the 
things which I say? Thus, even 
in his humiliation, he did not 
hesitate to reprove the ungodli- 
ness ot his hearers, on this 
ground above all others, because 
it was a breach of their duty to 
himself. This is a clear proof, 
that the exaltation of Christ after 
his crucifixion was only declara- 
tive; except with respect to his 
human nature. 

We may notice several other 
expressions implying,that Christ 
is the Supreme Lord. If ye love 
me, said he, keef? my command- 
ments. He that keefieth my com- 
mandments, he it ts that loveth 
me. If a man love me, he will 
kee my word. Love to Christ 
is therefore the great principle 
of obedience to the divine will. 
This must be on the ground, 
that to love the Lord cur God, 
with all the heart, and with all 
the soul, and with all the strength, 
and with all the mind, is the first 
and great command. 

Christ died to recover sinful 
men to his service. They were 
as sheep that had gone astray; 
but those who have truly repent- 
ed are returned to the Great 
Shepherd and Bishop of their 
souls. Christ is the true Shep- 
herd, whose the sheep are, in 
in the most proper sense; and 
because they were his, he laid 
down his life for them. He died 
for all, that they which live 
might not henceforth live to them- 


se/ves, but to the glory of him 


who died for them and rose 
again. They might still have 
a regard to their own interest 
and pleasure; but instead of liv- 
ing supremely to themselves, 
they would thenceforth live su- 


premely to the glory of Christ. 
To bring them to this, was 
Christ’s object in submitting to 
the death of the cross. All this 
implies that he is the Great 
Shepherd and Bishop of souls, 
from whom they had wandered, 
and to whom all that believe 


are returned. 


Agreeably to the foregoing 
views of the character of Christ, 
we find that he forgave sins in 
his own name, as remitting of- 
fences committed against him- 
self. In Luke vii, from ve1se 
36th to the end, we have a strik- 
ing example. In this passage, 
Christ compares hithself to a 
creditor, and the Pharisee and 
the woman to his two debtors. 
The little love the Pharisee 
showed to Christ, is illustrated 
by the small degree of gratitude 
that debtor must feel to whom 
only a small debt was forgiven; 
the great love manifested by the 
woman, is illustrated by the 
great degree of gratitude the 
other debtor must feel for the 
remission of his large debt. 

Paul gives a similar view of 
his obligations for pardon to the 
mercy of Christ. In 1 Tim. i, 
16, he thus writes: Howdeit, for 
this cause I obtained mercy, tha: 
in me first, (the chief of sinners, ) 
Jesus Christ might shew forth 
all long-suffering fora frattern to 
them, which should hereafter be- 
lieve on him tolife éverlasting. 
Thus Paul was indebted for his 
salvation to the long-suffering of 
Christ. And the principal object 
of Christ, in this mercy to Paul, 
was, that in all future genera- 
tions sinners might be ,encourag- 
ed to hope, that through the 
same patient spirit of Christ 
there is room for them to fe- 
ceiye pardon, All therefore, wha 
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bave believed in Christ, have 
iooked to his sovereign mercy 
to pardon their sins, as commit: 
ted immediately against himself. 
It appears from Matt. xv, 21— 
28, in what sense Christ sustuin- 
ed a constituted character. To 
sxet rid of the importunity of 
a Canaanitish woman, whose 
daughter was possessed witha 
devil, the disciples desired 
Christ to grant her request. He 
replied to them, that he was not 
sent cxcept to the kost sheep of 
the house of Isracl. “ At length 


’ the woman came up to him, and 


worshipped him, saying, Lord, 
AKeln me: He told her, it was noe 
meet to take the children’s read 
and gtve it to dogs; apon which 
she replied, 7ruch, Lord, yet the 
dogs eat of the crumbs which fall 
from their master’s tabte. Then 
Jesus answered, and said unte 
her, U woman,vreat is thy faith; 
be ti unto thee even as thou wilt. 
Thus Christ might bear the con- 
stituted character of a servant, 
and suli be aa Almighty Sove- 
relgue Hi. S. 


For the Panoplist. 


A LETTER FROM A CLERGYMAN 
TO HIS SISTER, ON HEARING 
SHE HAD HOPKFULLY EXPER} - 
ENCED RELIGION. 


Never, dear sister, did I ad- 
dress you with such feelings, as 
1 now do. Heretofore, when 
iny love 10 you has been the 
greatest, my heart has been 
most filled with grief. 1 have 
seen you a thoughtless wander- 
€r,a bewildered child, waiking 
without fear over dangerous pits, 
and approaching that precipice, 
whence ruined souls plunge in- 


to the gulf of sorrow and des- 
Vou. X. 


pair. I saw you treading on en- 
chanted ground, and feared you 
would not wake from your plea- 
sing, though perplexing, dream, 
before it would be too late. With 


‘these views and feclings, I most 


joyfully discover in you eveiy 
sign of serious consideration. 
The mention you made of a pi- 
ous book, just before J left you 
in December, gave me more 
satisfaction than all yeur spright- 
liness and gaity ever gave me 
before. Your letter added to 
my joy. Q! my sister, how biles- 
sed is the soul, which relin- 
guishes the vanities of the worid 
and finds rest in Jesus. What 
thanks are due to the grace of 
God, when he stops the mad cas 
reer of a sinner, reveals Christ 
in his soul, and guides him in 
the steps of that holy One, who 
is the perfect and infinitely ami- 
able pattern for believers. Des- 
titute of the image of Christ, we 
are destitute of all real beauty. 
Nothing else deserves the name 
of beauty, compared with Chris- 
tian holiness; and this never ap- 
pears to so much advantage, as 
in youth. How lovely is that 
young person, who devotes the 
sprigitliness and activity of his 
mind to God. How amiable re- 
ligion, when accompanied by 
the ardor of youthful affection. 
How delightful the thought of a 
lovely youth attending to the 
one thing needful, and, amid alt 
the tempting pleasures and 
countiess dangers of life, look- 
ing up to the God of all grace, 
and finding refuge there. 

On this pleasing topic I might 
long dwell; but the tenderness, 
which I feel towards you, 
prompts me to present the sub- 
ject in a less delightlul point of 
light. I must not forbear tel- 
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ling you, my sister, that your 
present condition excites some 
concern. as well as much pleas- 
ure. IT hope inthe infinite mer- 
cy of God respecting you, and I 
regard the present state of your 
mind with eratitude. But I 
know too much of the deceitful- 
ness of the heart, not to feel 
some degree of anxiety. It is 
not an anxiety, which would dis- 
courage or depress you. No. 
I long that you may be filled 
with pure consolation, and holy 
confidence. But every one ought 
to know the dangers to which 
he is exposed. What means 
inspiration, when it speaks of a 
goodness, which is like the mora- 
ng cloud and early dew? What 
does our Savior mean, when, in 
the parable of the sower, he says, 
a partofthe seeds fell on stony 
places where they had not much 
earth; and they quickly sprang 
up, because they had no deep- 
ness of earth; and when the sun 
was up they were scorched; and 
because they had no root they 
withered away? 

Our religion will meet with 
some trials in this life; and these 
tilais often prove the emptiness 
of many pretensions to picty. 
The course of providence fre- 
quently makes it known, that 
those, who were esteemed hope- 
ful Christians, are strangers to 
religion. But there is a more 
solemn thought: We must all 
stand bifore the Judgment-scat 
of Christ. There is an all-re- 
vealing day at hand which will 
display our characters. For the 
present, we may deceive others 
and ourselves. But the light of 
the last day wil] discover the de- 
ception; the veil of hypocrisy 
will shen fail off, and the real 


¢ 


character appear. It will be of 
no ultimate advantage to pass for 
Christians, unless we are so in 
reality. 

These are the warnings, and 
solemn alarms, which the Scrip- 
tures contain, and which ardent 
friendship now suggests to you. 
Far, far ftom my heart is the 
intention to give you pain, or to 
lessen your joy. My design is to 
do you a kindness. If your re- 
ligion is real, it will bear exam- 
ination. The more it is tried, the 
more plain'y will the precious 
goldappear. If your religion be 
not saving, what can friendship 
do more friendly, than to help 
you to see it thus in season. 

Let the foundation of piety be 
laid deep. There is a repen- 
tance, which needeth not to be 
repented of. There is a faith, 
which unites the soul to Christ. 
There isa change of heart, which 
prepares for entrance into the 
kingdom of God. Religion is a 
reality. It will last. Nothing on 
earthissodurable ’Tts the only 
flower, which bears an unfading 
bloom. Endeavor, my dear 
friend, to form clear ideas of the 
nature of saving religion, as dis- 
tinguished from all counterfeits. 
Let the word of God be your 
daily study, and your constant 
guide. 

Let the house of God be your 
delight, and the friends of God 
your dear companions; and let 
your hcart prize the THRONE OF 
GRACE above all other privi- 
leges and joys. Yield yourself 
unto God; be employed for him 
wholly, and forever. Walk in 
his ways, and he will give you 
his consolations. 

I commend you, dear sister, to 
him, whocan rescue you-from 
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danger, who can carry you in the 
arms of his mercy through this 
vale of tears, and prepare you 
for the perfect purity and bliss 
ef heaven. 


For the Panoplist. 
Mr. Editor, 

F wave lately been led to believe, that 
much good may b- done by publishing, 
from time totime, Aints and plans for 
desing rood. Vhe Apostie, writing to 
the Hebrews, says, Let ws consider one 
another to provoke unto love and to 

_ good works. T'o do good, and to com- 
municate, forget not. Sirould your ex- 
cellent magazine every month contain 
something upon this suhjcet, it is be- 
lieved it would be much more exten- 
sively useval, In this way, many valua- 
bie hints might be presented Lo the pub- 
lic, which would otherwise be lost to 
the world. Where shall we find a char- 
itable or benevolent institution, which 
was not first proposed by an individual? 
There is still great encouragement for 
others to devise means of doing good, 
aud as far as possible to put them in 
practice. Should the following sugges- 
tions be worthy of a place in the Pan- 
aplist, you have bberty to insert then. 


Proc. 
“HINTS TO DO GOOD. No, ft. 


It has frequently been observed, 
that habits of long standing are 
with difficulty overcome. If this 
be true, it is of the greatest im- 
portance that children and youth 
should zcyuire correct habits. 
The happiness of society un- 
questionably depends much up- 
on this point. It is a trite but 
true saying, “What is bred in 
the bone stays long in the flesh.” 
Were parents duly sensible how 
much depends upon their exer- 
tious, with respect to the future 
habits and conduct of their chil- 
dren, a course of education, very 
diiferent from any which has 
been generaliy practised, would 
be pursued. 

Almost every incident, which 


comes within the notice of chil- 
dren, contributes to form their 
characters. If they are brought 
up in idleness and vice, thev 
will have a strong propensity to 
continue inthem. If they ac- 
quire habits of industry, and are 
inured to virtuous actions, there 
is great reason to hope, that ‘hese 
wiil continue, Many subjects 
might be mentioned under this 
head; but one must suflice at 
present; viz. 

Children should early be accuse 
tomed to give something in chari- 
ty, or for benevolert frurposes, 
There are many calls for chari- 
ty, which are calculated to gtad- 
den the hearts of all, who are 
truly benevolent. They rememz- 
ber the words of the Lord Jesus, 
how he said, It is more blessed to 
give than to receive. ‘They re- 
joice whenever they have it in 
their power to impart some of 
their earthly substance, to sup- 
ply the wants of the destitute. 
Beside the pleasure which may 
be derived from giving food to 
the hungry, and clothing to the 
naked, Divine Providence is 
now giving opportunity to the 
benevolent, to send the bread 
and water of life to those who 
are ready to perish. 

Missionary and Bible Socie- 
tics have been formed; and nume 
bers of all denominations of 
Christians unite with effect to 
spread the Gospel to the ends of 
the earth. Much has already 
been given, and the hearts of 
thousands and millions have 
greatly rejoiced in view of what 


has been.dene. These benefac-* 


tions will continue and increase, 
until the earth shall be full +f ihe 
knowledge ofthe Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea. Those 
who are in the habit of favoring 
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benevolent designs, it is presum- 
ed, know some of the pieasures 
of giving. Great numbers of 
such are parents, and would 
gladly impart these means of 
happiness to their children. 
This can be done, without dimin- 
ishing their own happiness in 
the least; and at the same time 
more good would be produced 
wih the same sum of money. 
Should they make their children 
the almoners of a part of what 
they have to spare, and in the 
mean time explain to them for 
what purpose it was given, 
would not the little ones rejoice 
to put it into the treasury of the 
Lord with their own hands? 
The example of Elkanah, 1 
Sam. 1, 4,is worthy to be imitat- 
ed by every head of a family. 
And when the time was that sl- 
kanah offered, he Gave to Penin- 
nah his wirr, ond TO ALL HER 
SONS and HER DAUGHTERS, POR- 
rTrons. It parents would seek 
out objects of charity,—end fre- 
quently send their children to 
relieve them, might not their 
children in this way be taught 
to inquire for the abodes of dis- 
tress; and thus grow up in a be- 
lief, that it is their duty to do 
something for the benefit of 
their fellow men? Should a par- 
ent furnish his child of three or 
four years’ old with only a few 
cents at a time, for charitable 
purposes; and should these do- 
nations be frequent, and increase 
us his resources might increase, 
would not the child be more in- 
clined to liberality, and of course 
more happy, than if he had al- 
ways been taught to hold with 
"An iron grasp every thing that 
pertained to himseif? Acts of 
benevolence would become 
agreeable to him, and he would 


dispense blessings to the full ex- 
tent of his means. 

Contemplate such a person 
just entering upon active life, 
with an ample fortune daily In- 
creasing by economy and good 
management. Behold him like 
pious Job of old, delivering - the 
foor that cry, and the fathericss, 
and him that hath none to help 
him. The blessing of many ready 
to ferieh comes upon him; and 
he causes the widow's heart to 
sing for joy. Behold him frut- 
ting on righteousness, and it 
clothes him, and his judgment is 
as a robe and a diadem. He is 
eyes to the blind, and feet to the 
lame. Heisa father to the foor, 
and the cause which he knows not 
he searches out. 
the d.ord shines ufion his heed; 
and by hishighthe walks through 
durkness. UFhen the ear hears 
him, then wt blesses him; and 
when the eye sces him, it gives 
wiiness to him. Eis glory ts 
Sresh in him; and his bow is rv- 
newed in his hand, His life is 
peaceful, his death trinmphant, 
and his eternity biessed. 

I seem to hear parents, in dif- 
ferent parts of the world, ex- 
claim, “O that our children, and 
our children’s children to the 
Jatest generation, may possess 
such a character.” Letal}, who 
would entail so rich a blessing 
upon posterity, be careful to 
give children a religious educa- 
tion, und make use of their influ- 
ence, wherever their lot may be 
cast by Divine Providence, to 
promote so desirable an object. 
Let children be accustomed, 
while very young, to search cut, 
and as far as they cin, to relieve 
the distresses of their fellow- 
creatures. 
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REVIEWS. 


LXIV. 4 Sermon preached at 
Boston, at the Annual E£lec- 
tion, May 25, 1814, before his 
fxcellency Caleb Strong, Esq. 
Governor, his Honor Wil- 
liam Phillips, Esq. Lieuten- 
ant Governor, the Honorable 
Council, and the Legislature of 
Massachusetts. By JESSE 
AppLetron, D. D. Presidext 
of Bowdoin College. Boston: 
Printed by request of the Leg- 
islature. 


On few occasions is a minister 
of the Gospel called to discharge 
a more important duty, than to 
preach to the assembied legisla- 
tors of a free people. Toa re- 
flecting mind the annual return 
of the day when the newly elect- 
ed representatives of the people 
enter upon their duties, brings 
with it many interesting consid- 
erations. The stupendous ma- 
chine of civil government, the 
beneficent ends which it is de- 
signed to answer, the blessings 
of Jjiberty under the protection 
of wise and efficient laws, the 
dignity which invests the char- 
acter of an upright and disinter- 
ested ruler, the majesty of a nu- 
merous people, as exhibited in 
the persons of their chief mag- 
istrate and of those who fill the 
other departments of the gov- 
erpment;—these and many other 
subjects crowd upon the mind, 
and fijl it alternately with sub- 
lime and tender emotions. It is 
greatly to be desired, that all 
our rulers should feel, as some 
of them do, the real dignity and 
responsibility of their stations, 
To guard the rights and morals 
of such a community as Massa- 


chusetts, containing three quar- 
ters of a million of persons, is in- 
deed a weighty concern. — In- 
stead of rushing forward with 
eagerness into places of power 
and honor;—insiead of consider- 
ing elevation to office asa per- 
sonal aggrandizement;—a_ wists 
man will enter upon the duties 
of such a station with diffidence 
and anxiety. With feelings 
somewhat analogous to these 
will a judicious preacher sit 
down to-compose an ¢lecticn 
sermon. A desire to be the in- 
strument of making a salutary 
and lasting impression on the 
consciences of men, whose infiu- 
ence ig closely connected with 
the state of public morals, may 
well excite in the mind a more 
than ordinary concern. A desire 
to make the best possible use 
of an important opportunity to 
do good; an opportunity which 
will never be repeated to the 
same incividual;—is not Iess 
easily distinguished trom a dc- 
sire of obtaining reputation, than 
érvom criminal negligence. The 
preacher, on the present occa- 
sion, appears entirely absorbed 
in the attempt to promote the 
welfare of society by urging up- 
on his audience the paramount 
claims of God, as the Governor 
of the world. The great. prin- 
ciples, incuicated in this ser- 
mon, would be applicable in any 
state of society; but are pecull- 
arly so ina country, where the 
connexion between the rulers 
and the peeple is so intimate as 
in ours. 

The text is Isa. xxxili, 6. 
Wisdom and knowledge shall be 


the stability of thy times, and 
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strength of salvation; the fear of 
the Lord is his treasure. Alter 
describing the connexion in 
which this passage stands, and 
citing Bishop Lowth’s transla- 
tion of it, Dr. A. gives the fol- 
lowing briet and satisfactory ex- 
planation of the prophet’s mean- 
ing: 


“The terms, wisdom and fear of God, 
as frequently used in Seripture, are sy- 
nenymous. The fear of the Lord, thut 
is wisdom. But, as both occur in our 
text, it is rational to conclude, that, by 
the latter, is sig ifed an ability to accom- 
plish desirable ends, by a judicious ehoice 
and arrangement of meaus. ‘This ability, 
though often found in connexion with 
knowledge and piety, is not to be con- 
founded with either. The fear of God 
directs men to aim at the purest and 
nobest ends. For the accomplishment of 
these, wisdom makes a selection from 
those various means, which knowledge 
has provided. 

“The doctrine, inculeated by our text 
is, therefore, that the permanent prosper- 
ity of a nation is best secured by a union 
of knowledge, wisdom, and the fear of 
God.” pp. 3,4. 


The greater part of thissermon 
is occupied in shewiug, by ap- 
pealing to reason and revelation, 
by referring to history and ad- 


dressing the conscience, that the 


durable prosperity and good gov- 
ernment of a nation must be ul- 
timatcly sought for, in the relig- 
ious education of children, in 
upholding the public morals by 
the preaching of the Gospel, and 
in preserving a solemn convic- 
tion, In the minds of both rulers 
and people, of responsibility to 
God. We do not mean, that 
these topics are every where 
prominent; (for the preacher 
spent some time in describing 
the benefits of science, the na- 
sure and design of civil society, 
&c.) but that the topics above- 
mentioned were held perpetu- 
ally in view as the great points 


to be established. The follow- 
ing arguments to prove the in- 
timate connexion between the 
moral character of a people and 
that of their rulers, are jadicious 
and worthy of paiticuiar atten 
tion: 


“Fourthiy—as an enlightened people 
will know how to value their rights, they 
will lace those in offiec, who, by thei 
ability, Knowledge, and integrity, are en- 
titied to such cistinetion. ‘bo obtain their 
suflrages, it will not be enough, that a 
man professes his attachment to order, 
religion, or liberty. He must have more 
sulid ground, on which to establish his 
clams to public favor. In knowledge aud 
wisdom is doubtless implicd a spiit of 
discernment. To enjoy the confidence 
of a wise people, there must therefore, 
be a consistency of character, a uniforna 
regard to moral principle and the public 
good. ‘They will clearly pereeive, that 
the civil interests of millions cannot be 
secure in the hands of men, who, in the 
more confined circle of common inter- 
course, are selfish, rapacious, or aspiring. 

“An enlightened regard to sclf interest, 
and a religious sense of responsibility, 
will, in this case, lead to the same _prac- 
tical result. In exercising the right of 
freemen, the man of religion experievees 
no conflict between his duty and his in- 
clination. ‘Towards the dishonest, pro- 
fane, ambitious and profligate, he feels 


“The strong antipathy of zood to bad.” 


He has no wish to behold, arrayed in the 
robes of office, men, whose largest views 
do not extend beyond the limits ot mor- 
tal life, and whose deportment and con- 
versation indicate neither love nor rever- 
ence for the Author of their heing. 

“in very popular governments, where 
the elective tranchise is widely extended, 
it is, doubtless, impossible, that caudi- 
dates for public office should be person - 
ally known to all, whose suffrages they 
receive. How generaily soever knowl- 
edge is difused, all the members of a 
large state cannot be brought within the 
sphere of mutual observation. In this 
case, resort must be had to the best 
sources of information. But it should 
not be forgotten, that a portion of the 
same intelligence and virtue, required in 
rulers, is necessary in giving Information 
concerning candidates. An honest and 
well-informed freeman will rely on none 
but honest and well-informed witnesses. 

“‘Fifthly—a uation, distinguished by a 
union of wisdom, knowledge, and the 
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fear of God, is morally certain of having 
its government weil adniinistered, not 
only for the reason just assigned, but be- 
cause the tone of morals, existing in such 
a nation, will operate as a powerful re- 
straint, if, by any casualiy or deep dis- 
simulation, persons of yielding virtue 
shouid be placed in office. 

“Public Opinion constitutes a tribunal, 
which few men, and, least of all, those, 
who are in pursuit of popular favor, will 
dare to set at detiance. It is searecly 
possible, that a people, truly wise and 
virtuoas, should have a government badly 
administered. Whenever the majority 
of a community complain of their rulers, 
they implicitly atter reproaches against 
th mselves, for having placed their des- 
tiny in the hands of men, with whom it 
is inseeure If their reproaches are long 
eontinued, it is good proof that their own 
morals exhibit no very striking contrast 
with the morals of those, whose profligacy 
they condemn. [n popular vovernments, 
the virtnes and vices of rulers must four- 
ash or wither with those of the people.” 
pp. 7—9. 


We are particularly pleased 
with the high testimony which 
Dr. A. bears to the wisdom of 
the early rulers of New-Eng- 
land, particularly as it is becom- 
ing fashionable, in some degree 
at least, to depreciate their char- 
acters, and undervalue their pat- 
riotic exertions. 


“To illustrate and exemplify these re- 
marks, we need only refer to the early 
history ofour own country. ‘Those illus- 
trious men, who, under God, directed the 
earlier destinies of New Eagland, were di-- 
tinguished for the character, of which we 
have becn speaking. They were equally 
remarkable for their love of liberty, and 
theiy hatred of anarchy and misrule. 
They could, without complaint, forego 
the indnigencies and elegancies of life; 
they could look unappalied on a vast, 
Stormy, unfrequeated ocean; they could 
plant themselves and families, in a wil- 
derness rendered hideous by every danger; 
they could submit, with invincible forti- 
tude, to toils and privations;—but their 
nobie minds could not endure the spirit of 
sivil and religions bondage. How well 
they understood both the rights of 
the people, and the rights of government, 
ai pears from the following words of one 
et their chief magistrates.* ‘*Thereis a 


* Governor Winthrop. 


liberty of corrupt nature, which is ineon- 
sistent with authority, impatient of res- 
traint, and the grand enemy of truii and 
peace; and alithe ordinances of God are 
beutagainst it. But there is a civil, mor- 
al, federal liberty, which consists in every 
one’s enjoying his property, aud having the 
benefit of the laws of his country, a liberty 
for that only, which is just and good; for 
this liberty you are to stand for your 
lives.” ” pp. 12, 13. 


Again; after urging the duty 
of family instruction, the preach- 
er adduces the example of our 
forefathers: 


“Tu view of this subject, I am irresisti- 
bly led to contemplate the primitive 
character of New England. In relation 
to those, who, by planting civilization and 
religion on these shores, transmitted to 
us this fair inheritanee, the language of 
inspiration may be weil used; when thow 
weniest ifter me in the wilderness, in a 
Lind, that was not sown, Israe! wus holt- 
ness to the Lord, and the first fruits of his 
increase. In almost every dwelling was 
there both an altavand a church. Then be- 


gun mento callon the name of the Lord. 


The ehild was early engaged in the wor- 
ship of Jehovah, to whom he had beén 
conseerated by a Christian ordinance. 
From the lips of maternal piety and love, 
he imbibed the lessons of heavenly wis- 
dom. By a father’s authority, guided 
a.dsoftened by the spirit of religion, his 
aberrations were reelaimed, and virtu- 
ous habits were aided asd confirmed. It 
was a secne, which angels delighted to 
witness! he Bible, the Sabbath, and 
the sanctuary, were objects not only of 
veneration, but of affection. Together with 
the love of truth and probity, they form- 
ed a strong attachment to rational free- 
dom; a character, remarkable tor solidity, 
decision, and independesce. They knew 
both how to appreciate their rights and to 
defend them. They knew what was ex- 
pected from children, ef whose parents it 
could be emphatically said, that they 
“feared God, and feared nothing else.” ” 
p- 20. 


From the address to the Gov- 
ernor we select the Jatter part, 
as an admirable specimen of 
ministerial fidelity, the appro- 
»riatencss and solemnity of 
which made a deep impression 
upon the audience. 
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‘In the midst of those scenes and du- 
ties, which are conneeted with an Office 
80 highly responsible; while there are a 
thousand interests to regard, and a thou- 
sand temptations to resist; while, on the 
one hand, there are solicitations to repel, 
and, on the other, provocations to pass 
by aud forgive, your Excellency, per- 
haps, needs not to be reminded, that 
there is scarcely a poor man among your 
constituents, whose situation, in regard 
to spiritual improvement, is less favora- 
ble, than your own. We implore for 
your Excellency a large supply of the 
spirit of Jesus Christ, that, when all hu- 
man beings shall-appear, as trembling 
suppliants, before the Divine Tribunal, 
it may be your glory, not that you have 
been frequently called to preside over a 
free state, but that, by divine grace, you 
have been enabled to do justiy, love mer- 
cy, and walk hundiy with God.” pp. 
24, 25. 


We close our long quotations 
from this able discourse, by pre- 
senting our readers with nearly 
the whole address to the Coun- 
cil, Senate, and House of Repre- 
sentatives. After briefly men- 
tioning the present war as an 
awful calamity, Dr. A. proceeds. 


“Wherever may exist the immediate 
occasion of our unhappy condition, the 
ultimate cause is to be sought in our na- 
tional character. The spirit of vice has 
diffused a deadly contagion throughout 
every state in the union. The infection is 
not unknown in this northern extremity, 
ence so pre-eminently the abode both of 
private and of public virtue. The holy 
Sabbaths of God are extensively violated 
by men of all conditions in life, and of all 
political creeds. As temptations to this 
sin have been recently multiplied, the 
évil has become enormous and intolera- 
ble. The habitual profanation of sacred 
things, but especially of the ¢ivine name 
and attributes, is as general +s it is im- 
pious and demoralizing. The demon 
of intemperance is stalking through our 
country, wasting our property, consum- 
ing our health, and destroying our best 
hopes, both from objects of earth, and 
from those beyond the skies. The mor- 
als of men hang loosely about them, and 
are too frequently thrown off whenever 
an assault is made by individual or party 
interest. 

“On this subject, I make a respectful, 
but solemn appeal to the honored legisla- 
fers of the Commonwealth. Do you be- 


lieve, that any state, community, or na- 
tion can be powerful, tranquil, and per- 
manently happy, if their morals are ex- 
teusively depraved? Would not the most 
alarming depravation of morals result 
from a general disbelief of the Christian 
religion’ Would the happiness of families, 
would property or life be secure in a na- 
tion of Deists? If Christianity is the most 
powerful guardian of morals, are you not, 
as civilians, bound to give it your support 
and patronage? Do you, in the least, 
Sasa whether the institution of the 

abbath has an extensive influence in 
bringing to the view of men their depen- 
dence on God, the extent and purity of 
his law, the soul’s immortality, and a day 
of judgment? Is it doubtful, whether that 
reverent regard, with which this day was 
treated by our ancestors, was nearly con- 
nected with those habits of integrity, in- 
dustry, sobriety, and moderation, for 
which they were so remarkable? Have 
not the general profanation of God’s 
name, and the inconsiderate use of that 
language, in which he has been pleased to 
express the sanctions of his law, a direct 
tendency to impair the influence of those 
sanclions, and to dissipate the fears of 
profligate mea? 

“Probably there was never a time, since 
we became a nation, when the crime of 
perjury had become so frequent,-as at 
present. This is the legitimate offspring 
of other sins, to which we have been 
lung accustomed; and to those, who are 
acquainted with the human character, it 
ean produce but little surprise... When 
the witness, the complainant, or the ac- 
eused ad's to his promise of uttering 
nothing but the truth, these words, so 
help me God, he does, indeed, imprecate 
on himself the divine anger, if his testimo- 
ny should be designedly false. But im- 
precations of a similar import, he has 
used, perhaps, a thousand tunes, without 
feeling his responsibility, or realizing the 
solemnity of an oath. That individual, 
therefore, especially if placed in a com- 
manding station, who swears profanely, 
or violates the Sabbath, does much to- 


‘wards demolishing the foundations, oo 


which civil society is supported. He 
breaks up the fountains of the great deep; 
the waters will rush out from their cav- 
erns, and overflow the earth. Whioever 
may be the immediate authors of our 
present sufferings, certain it is, that in or- 
der to our obtaining the blessings of per- 
manent and solid prosperity, a reforma- 
tion must be effected in our national 
character. 


“The Greeks, with reason, inveigh- 


ed against the ambition of Philip. , Nor 
with less reason were the patriots ot 
Rome alarmed at the daring measures ot 
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Cesar. But neither did Philip nor Cesar 
impose a yoke on the necks of a free peo- 
ple. In both eases, the people were en- 
slaved by their passions, and by the un- 
restrained depravity of the heat. Liber- 
ty was not immolated either at Uhzronea 
or Philippi, She had been long declining; 
and those places only witnessed her dy- 
ing struggies. It is the immutable pur- 
pose ef Ged, that a people, destitute of 
moral principle, shall b¢é neither free nor 
happy. We may, therefore, consider Je- 
hovah, speaking tu us, as he onte spake 
to Israel. Put away the evil of your 
doings from before mine eyes. Cease to 
do evil and learn to do well Them, 
that honor me, I will honor: and they, 
- despise me, shall be lightiy esteem- 
ed. 

‘In making this appeal to the venera- 
ble guardians of the ‘state, I do not sug- 
gest the idea of multipiving laws for the 
suppression of those vices, which have 
deen mentioned. If the laws, now exist- 
ing, were executed, fhe evil would soon 
be suppressed. If they can be executed, 
and are +», it is evident, where rest the 
responsibility and the guilt. Sut, if eur 
national character has se degenerated, 
that magistrates weuld net ‘be supported 
in executing the laws; if ‘the torrent is 
£0 heavy and rapid, as to overwhelm the 
sivil authority, then is immediate refor- 
mation our oly hope. Considering the 
numbers, which compose this legislative 
body ,—the talents, wealth, and character, 
which it embraces, its influence, if con- 
<entrated on a particular object, would be 
incred:bly powerful. There is seareely a 
town or plantation in the Commonwealth, 
which is not here represented. That you 
have popularity and infinence in your 
réspective towns and districts, is evident 
from the places of henor, which you new 
hold. Yeu are, therefore, the persons to 
engage in this work of reform. You may 
unquestionably de much. And, permit 
me to say, that when God gives means 
and ability, there is something, which he 
will require us to give in return; IT mean 
an account of the manner, in which we 
use them, Nothing, at present, is better 
Understood, than systematic! operation. 
Our political contentions have taught us 
to carry this art to high perfection. 
{ict there be the same union of zeal and 
system te suppress vice, and to revive 
the habits, the spirit, and piety of our 
forefathers, which is discovered in bearing 
downa rival interest, and your names will 
be forever recorded, as the honored in- 
struments of perpetuating the union, and 
Ofachieving the salvation and glory of 
your country.” pp. 23—-29. 


We hay¢ been seldom more 
deeply impressed with the dig- 
Vor. X, 


nity andimportance of the Chiris- 
tian ministry, than. while hear-~ 
ing the preceding paragraphs 
delivered. The audience gen- 
erally were deeply attentive; the 
persons, to whom the preacher 
addressed himself, received his 
expostulations, apparently at 
least, as it became them to re- 
ceive a message from God; and 
there is reason to believe, that 
so seasonable a testimony to the 
truth has not been ineffectual. 
Let the people bear in miad 
their duties, as they are here 
brought into view; let everp 
true fricnd of his country accom- 
plish his full share in producing 
a national reformatien; 4nd let 
him never think of contributing 
to place in ofice men who swear 
fnrofanely, ov violate the Sabbdati, 
remembering that every such 
man, to use the words of Dr. 
Appleton, “does much towards 
demolishine the fuundations or 
which civil society is sufported.” 


LXV. Proposals for establishing 
a Retreat for the Insane, to be 
conducted dy George Parkinan, 
M. D. Boston: John Eilict. 
18.4. 


THe institution described ia 
this pamphiet has been project- 
ed, as we are informed, solely 
by the gentleman whose name 
appears on the title-page; and 
under whose superintendence 
it is expected to commence 
its beneficent operations. The 
description of the “Retreat” is 
briefly as follows: 


““\ Retreat for Insane persons is to be 
established on one of the mest delightful 
and retired spots, near Boston. 

“Application for admission into it may 
be made immediately te Dr. Parkman. 

“No time will be lost: in making pre- 
parations for the accommodation of each 
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appeant, as his or her circumstances 
may require. 

“Accommodations will be made for 
those patients, for whom the occasional 
or constant residence of a friewd or at- 
tendant with them is advisable. 

“Expenses will be proportioned to each 
patient’s pecuniary situation, and to his 
demands on the Institution. ‘The expen- 
ses will not execed those in similar estab- 
lishments. | 

“The object of the Institution has been 
2 subject of the particular attention of the 
Physician from the commencement of his 
protessional pursuits. He has visited most 
of the establishments for the Insane of Our 
Country, of the British empire, of Franee, 
Italy and Switzerland; and he has form- 
ed such connexion with them, as_ will 
give him early information of improve- 
ments, which shall be adopted in them.” 
p- 3. 


Dr. Parkman proceeds to give 
a somewhat more particular ac- 
count of the intended insti- 
tuuon, and adds a_ descrip- 
tion of the manner in which the 
insane should be treated. We 
do not consider ourselves as 
qualificd to judge on = such 
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RELIGIOUS IN 


9 Narrative of the state of religion with- 
in the bounds of the General .is8sem- 
blu of the Presbyterian Church; and 
of the General Association of Connec- 
heut, of Massachusetts, and of tie 
General Convention of Vermont, dur- 
ing the last year. 


Ly reviewing the dealings of Divine Provi- 
denee towards their charches the past 
rear, the General Assembly have abun- 
daut testimony, that the King of Zion is 
the euardian of his people. Every glance 
discovers the finger of God. In those 
congregations that are favored with the 
institutions of the Gospel, the Assembly 
are happy to find a respectful, and gener- 
al attention to the preached word. 
Though in afew places, there has been a 
partial suspension of ministerial labors, 
arising from the unhappy state of some 
congregations on our frontiers; and in oth- 
ers, some defection in the regard which 
lias been heretofore paid to the duties of 
the Sanctuary; yet there has been, on the 
whole, an imereased attention to the 
meuns of grace. 


a subject; but all that is here 
said appears to us In the high- 
est degree reasonable. Vhe 
zeal with which Dr. P. engages 
in this benevolent enterprise 
may be considered, not only as 
proof that he possesses humane 
feelings and a strong desire to 
mitigate the sufferings of his 
fellow men, but also as a piedge 
of his success. 

‘Tbe institution has not the 
means of extending its influence 
to objects of charity; but will 
be ready to second the views of 
the charitable. The superinten- 
dent, as is stated, at the close of 
the pamphict, is encouraged 
by the support and advice of his 
professional fathers; and the 
Tiustees of the Massactusctis 
General Hospital have express- 
ed their warmest approbation ot 
this plan, and their best wishes 
for its success.’ 


TELLIGENCE. 


There is a state between that stupidity, 
which easts a gloom around every pros- 
peci, and that excitement, whieh gilds 
every prospect with hope, that character- 
izes many of our congregations. In these 
churches, there is no general out-pouring 
of the Spirit of grace; but there is that 
anxiety to hear the preached word, that 
solicitude to frequent public and private 
associations for prayer, together with 
some instances of conviction, and more of 
solemnity, which we venture to hail as the 
earnest of better days. 

In many of our congregations, these 
days of hope have already issued in sea- 
sous of refreshing and joy. The same 
Savior that took away the hard and stony 
hearts of the Jews in Babylon, and that 
shed forth his Holy Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost, is giving before our eyes, sig+ 
nal exhibitions of his amiable sovereignty, 
and irresistible grace. In many places, 
the people of God have been roused from 
their lethargy; affected with clear views 
of divine things; and animated with ardent 
desires to promote the interest of the Re- 
dceemer’s kingdom, and to see it promot- 
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ed in the world. The attention of the 
Shoughtiess has been powerfully arrested. 
Mulutudes have been awakened toa sense 
si their siniuiness, their dinger, and their 
duty; and many 4 stout hearted rebel has 
beca brought to bow before the feet of a 
srucified Savior. The Congregations 
that have been emimently favored with 
these etfusions of merey are in the towns 
of Pompey and Homer, within the Pres- 
bytery ot Onondasa; in U tica, Whitesbor- 
oagh aud Litehfield, within the Presbyte- 
ry o: Oneida; and in Hebron, within the 
Presbytery of Columbia. — Iu several con- 
gregations within the bounds of the der- 
3ey “Presbytery, i in addition to the glean- 
ings of an earlier harvest, there have been 
a uumber of extensive revivals. New- 
Providence, Morristown, Bloomfield, 
Orange, Newark, Elizabethtown and 
Conneeticut Farms, have been highly fa- 
vored of God, In Hanover, South Hano- 
ver and Springfield particularly, the right 
hund of the Lord has been truly exulied, 
within the course of the past winter. 
W hile casting our eyes toward this favor- 
ed district of country where there have 
been three extensive revivals in eleven 
years, we remember with thankfulness 
the years of the vight hand of the Most 
High, and render praise to him wrose 
mercy endureth forever. In Prineeton 
ardin Kingston, within the bonnds of the 
New Brunswick Presbricry, we have also 
the privilege to state, that there is an in- 
creased atlention to religion. We are ex- 
eceedingly happy to hear that God is draw- 
ing so near ove of Our principal Semiua- 
rics of learning; and we induige the hope, 
that he will again visit in merey, this ta- 
vored Lustitution. We have reason to be- 
lieve that vital piety is evidently risiug in 
influence in sO ne paris of Virginia. In 
Richinond, Petersburgh, Fredericks- 
burgh, amd particularly Nortolk, there 
have been consiierable effusions of the 
Spirit, though no general revivals. New 
churches. have been established: encourag- 
ing additions to them have been made; 
aud at the present time, the prospect is 
unusually animating, kn the counties of 
Atbermarle, Culpepper and Madison, very 
considerable attention has been excited by 
the labors dF Missionaries.—In the con- 
gregations of Hlawfclds and Crossreads, 
Within the bounds of the Poesbytery of 
Orange, there has also been some unusual 
seriwisness. In the Presbytery of West 
Lexington, the prevalence of malignant 
disease has been followed by deep. seareh- 
ings of heart and anxious cries for merey. 
And among the blacks in the Presbytery 
et Harmony, we are rejoiced to iearn 
there is mach solemuity, anid great engag- 
édviess in divine things—In some of the 
aforementioned places, the attention to re- 


ligion seems to be at present on the de- 
cime, and im others it is still advancing. 
The whole seene is enou gh to gladden the 
heart. ‘The risen tedeemer still has the 
work of salvation in his own hands, and 
turneth the hearts of the children of men, 
whithersoever he will, as the rive:s of 
water are turned. 

The subjects of these revivals have been 
chiefly from among the youth—from the 
children of believing parents; and in some 
places, particularly from the youth who 
have paid punctual and respectful regard 
to eatechetical instruction. Fhe ceneral 
character of the work has. been such as 
usually marks the genuine operations of 
the Holy Spirit. h not without 
grea power of feeliugy the subjects have. 
been free from the appearance of extrava- 
gance, The seasons of worshiphave been 
sacredly still, rather than tumultuously 
violent. The speechless agony of multi- 
tudes who have beea brought to see their 
sinfulness and cheir danger, has been more 
the etfect of truth bearing dowe upon the 
conscience, than that transient and vic- 
lent emotion, excited by natural fear, and 
cherished by animal feeling. ‘They have 
been deeply impressed with a sense of 
the infinite majesty aud holiness of God,— 
of the spiritaslity, extent, and obligation 
of the divine lew, the exeeeding sinfulness 
of sin,—the total de ‘pravity of the human 
leart,—the necessity of regeneration by 
the Almighty power of the doly Spirit — 
of justification, not by works, but freely 
by the.grace of God, ‘through ‘the redemp- 
tion that is in Christ Jesus—the indis- 
pensxble necessity of an interest in atou- 
ing blood, and of that holiness without 
which no man sha!l see-the Lord. 

‘The General Assembly ave gratified to 
learn that praying societies, established tor 
the special purpose of inploring the ef- 
fusion of the Holy Spirit upon the ehurch- 
es; charitable institutions tor the aid of 
poor and pious young men for the Gospel 
ministry, and for seadiug the Gospel to 
the he athen—and societies for the relig- 
ious instruction of the children in the 
suburbs of our cities; have increased in 
number and are widely extending their 
influence. Nor ean they regard, with too 
vouch gratitude, the heavenly ardor ot 
many pieus far: uilies, whose weekly asso- 
ciations for prayer, end daily exertions in 
the distribution of Ribles among the poor, 
show us what itis to imitate the example 
of him who went about doing good. 

The Assembly feel no smail : atisfretion, 
in stating the ineresse of united and viz- 
orous efforts in some portion of cointes 

within their limits, for the advancement 
of morals. A soiicitt ude upon this subject 
is beginning to be felt. The indisnensas 

ble neeessity of embodying the infucnee 
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of the land in favor of religion aud moral- 
ity is beginning to be felt deeply; aud we 
cannot but hope chat sueh a combination 
will be formed; and eannot but belicve 
that it will be greauly successful. 

During the year past, Bible Societies 
have..gveatly inereased in number and 
utility. Few. districts of eur country are 
now without them. Their influence is 
widely extensive, and inealeulably bene- 
ficial.. Experience has proved that no 
humgn exertions are so efleetual to har- 
monize Chvistians, to excite religous zeal, 
to suppress vice and immorality, and to 
diffuse light and knowledge, as the gratui- 
ious distribution of the W ord of Lite.* 

The Assembly rejoice, to have it in 
their power to state, that the Great Head 
of the Church, has vouchsafed a signal 
blessing, on the Missionary efforts of the 
past year. Forty Missionaries have been 
employed the Jast year, whose journals 
afford the most pleasing testimony of the 
beneficial result of their labors. Several 
new churehes have been organized, and 
more have been pet mto a forming state. 
Many new churches are growing up in the 
western parts of Tennessee; a Mission- 
ary Society has lately been tormed in that 
State. The eal] fur Missionary exertion 
is loud; and the services of our Missiona- 
ries have been received with emotions of 
gratitude and joy. 

In taking a view of the state of religion 
within the bounds of the Assembly, an 
nteresting objeet which arrests ube atten- 
tion, is the infant Theological Semimary, 
Jately. established at Priueeton. Froin 
this Seminary it is hoped, that many able 
and faithful laborers will go forth to reap 
the whitening harvest. ‘Lhe state of this 
Seminary is at Once promismg and critical. 


* A circumstance of peculiar interest 
to the church, occurred lately in ene of the 
HNestern towns uof-Jirginia, “A pious 
voung man was employed io sell on ihe 
day of election, Lables for the Bible Sa- 
ciein; who having disposed 0; them, sent 
for an additional quenaty. The person 
who applied for chem is @ pure descendant 
of himwiha “us a prince had power with 
(od and with menand prevariled”” But 
heis converted io the doctrine of the cross; 
as been bopiced in the nane of cur criu- 
c'fed but udored Master; isa member of 
Hesnah’s church militant; lives in the 
faath and hope of “the truth as ii isin 
Jesus,” ond adorns the doctrine of God 
our Savior. Behold this tsraciite, carry- 
ing in the presence of a vast assembly of 
citizens Stereeiype Lybles, amd exvert- 
ing himself to increase the dispersion of 
the word of life. The Jew laden with 
that Gospel which his Fathers rejected!” 


Ji is under the immeciate superintendence 
end instrncven of two able Professors, 
who devote their whole time, laboriously” 
to the education of the youth committed 
to their charge. The number of these 


youth has already been as great as twenty -, 


four; and if the means of supporting the 
establishment shal] be furnished, there ts 
the most flattering prospect tat it wilt 
beeome a fruitiut nursery for the ehureh. 
Kut unless these means shell be farnished 
speedily anc hberally, every prespect will, 
be clouded, and the raised expectations 
of many of the frieuds of Zion utterly dis- 
appointed. ‘The Direetors of that Semi- 
nary have reported a statement uf the as- 
sistanee which has been furnished by be- 
nevolent assOviations of ferales, to such 
of the Theological students as need pecu-, 
niary aid, which has surprised, gratified, 
and exceedingly rejoiced their fethers and 
brethren in the church. Let them pro- 
ceed, and abound m these works o pious 
benevolence, so worthy of them, and sq 
ornamental to our heiy religion; ang let 
all of both sexes, who witness their iber- 
ality, resolve to go ord do likewise. 

In this review we roowe. Wheisa God 
like unite our God, that fusseth by the 
transgressions of ihe  emimnt of las her- 
tiage, and will nat retuin jus unger for 
ever, because he detigiteth in mercy?! 

But we jeave this picasing prospect 
We turn with gre from Urese seenes 
uf verdure and Gelsghi, to that exten- 
sive waste, where hu veriure aplmates; 
that barren heath, on which there is 
no dew, nor vain from the Lerd. Be- 
tween three and tour hundred of our 
congregetions ave destitute of the sta- 
icd mipiswrations of a prezched Gos- 
pel. ‘Thousands in this land of vision 
ave destroyed for lack ef knowledge;— 
thousands suflering @ famine, not « fam- 
ine of breud, nov a tlarst for water, 
but of hearing the word of the Lord.— 
And even in the midst oi Gospel privi- 
leges, we behold very many and very 
large portions of our Church im a state 
of deplorable stupidity. The same rain 
and sunshine that ripen the wheat for 
the garner of the Great Husbandman, 
uppear to be ripening tbe tares for the 
unqueschable flame. We have aiso too 
much evidenee of awful deciension among 
many of the professed followers of Jesus 
Christ. Tn very many of our congrega- 
uons, the past year hus been a season of 
chilling Indifference towards Divine things. 
Seusuns when the people of God were 
animated with fervent zeal for the pro- 
motion of the Divine glory, have given 
way toseasons, when the pitialle attach- 
ment toearth, the pursuitof lying vand- 
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needless dissensions, have superseded, 
and almost eradicated the once tender so- 
licitude for the accomplishment of Gad’s 
eracious designs in favor of his people. 
O, how shall we speak of that criminal 
indifference toward the cause, for which 
the Babe of Bethlehem was bathed in 
tears, the Son of God crimsoned with 
blood! Jerusalem is almost forgotten. 
Zion’s fair heritage lies desolate. ‘Che 
spirit, the maxims, and the policy, of 
the worid, begin in some instances, to 
be intimately interwoven with the dis- 
cipline and policy of the ehurch.—The 
tenderest and the strongest bands of 
union, in some churches, begin to be 
severed. ‘hat noxious weed, the spirit of 
party, while it embitters the sweetness, 
and poisons the life of vital godliness, is 
unnerving the vigor of Christian exer- 
tion. Connected with these foreboding 
symptoms, there is a melancholy preva- 
lenee of vice and immorality. Profane 
swearing, intemperanee, Sabbath break- 
ing, and other immoralities, exist In ma- 
ny places to au alarming degree, threaten- 
ing to sap the toundation of our religious 
aud civil justitations. 

- From ovr brethren in the New Eng- 
land. States we have received very inter- 
esting information. From the General 
Association of Connecticut we learn, 
that numerous revivals of religion have 
taken place in that state the past year; 
particularly in the city of Hartford, in the 
congregation of East Harttord, Oriord, 
Wethersfield, Simsbury, North Coven- 
try, Litehiield, Milton and South Farms. 
These revivals have, under God, been 
occasioned, and promoted by the preach- 
ing of the great doctrives of the Rvforma- 
tion. In some instances, this work of 
divine grace has been siowly progressive; 
in Others, sudden and powerful; but in all, 
silent, deep, aud apparently genuine. 
The moral influence of this work of 
grace has been eminently salutary, and 
signally mauifested, in unusual, and gén- 
eral solicitude for the suppression of vice, 
and the promotion of morality. 

From the General Association of Mas- 
sachusetts Proper we learn, that the 
cause of truth, in opposition to Socinian 
and Arian errors, is on the whole advane- 
ing, though not rapidly. A number of 
revivals of religion. have taken jlace in 
tnis state, particularly in the towns of 
Gloucester, Lee, Long Meadow and 
Stockbridge. Some favorabe appearan- 
ces are exhibited at Falmouth, and ip sev- 
eral places, in the western part of the 
state. The number of students in the 
Theological Semimary at Andover, is 
sbout sixty. ‘The greater part of the 
present members of Williams College, 
are professors of religion. Spirited and 


persevering efforts are likewise here mak- 
ing for the reformation of morais. 

From the General Convention of the 
state of Vermont we hear some things to 
deplore, and some, that are matter of 
rejoicing. In those places that are ad- 
jacent to the seat of war there has been 
an awful defection from good morals, and 
a lamentable inerease oi bold and daring 
vices. A few towns have beeu favored 
with special out-pourings of the Divine 
Spirit, particularly Bridport and Pawlet. 
Of the members of Middlebury College 
we are happy to learn there are about 
fifty who have it in view to devote them- 
selves to the work of the ministry. 

On the whole, the Assembly cannot 
but feei that the cause of religion and 
morality has been signally advaneed the 
past year. Notwithstanding all the si 
und wretchedness of our world, the past 
year has been a year of joy to our ehureh- 
es. ‘Lhe Lord seems to have come out 
of his place to redeem Zion wtth judc- 
ment, and her converts with righteous- 
ness. While, with ove hand, he is pull- 
ing dawn strong holds, and casting 
down imaginations; with the other, he 
is raising Jerusalem from the dust, and 
clothing her with the garments of 
strength aud saivation. The same voice 
that is proelaiming the day of vengeance 
of our Cod, is also proclaiming the ac- 
ceptable year of the Lord. The night is 
far spent, the day is at hand. ‘The 
darkness is past. Already is the com- 
maud gone forth to the tribes of the wil- 
derness and the islands of the sea, Arise, 
shine, O Zion! for thu lieht is come, 
and the glory of the Lord is risen upoi 
thee; and the Geniiles shall come to thy 
light, and kings to the brightness of thy 
rising.—It is too late a period, Christians, 
to sit down, and fold your arms in the 
g'oom of diseouragement and inaetivity. 
Yes, it is too late a period.—The moun- 
tains of ignorance and idolatry wifl wei- 
come the feet of them that-publish good 
tidings; the wilderness of this Western 
world zwi// blossom as the rose; the altars 
ot the East wili be overturned; the images 
of Moloch will be broken down, and the 
Only question is, whether the work shall 
be performed, and the reward enjoyed 
by others, or by you? QO brethren, our 
hearts beat high with hope. //7dl the 
Lord cust eff forever? Will his anger 
smoke against the sheep of his pasture? 
Arise, O God! plead thine own cause! 
Amen. 

Published by order of the Gencral 
Assembly. 

Attest, 
Jscos J. Javrway, Stated Clerk. 

Philadelphia, Alay, 1814. 
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PETITION IN REFENENCE TO THE SAL-. 
BATH. 


The following petition has been prepared 
by a Committee of the General Associ- 
aon of Massachusetts, with a view to 
have it generally circulated for subserip- 
tion and forwarded to Congress. 


The Subscribers, inhabitants of the town 
of in the Commonwealth of 
vllassachusetts, beg leave with due 
submission and deference, to express 
our feelings and desires to the Can- 
gress of tue United States, relative to 
the accustomed transportation and 
opening of the mail on the Christian 
Sadbouth. 


Bexrevine in the divine authority of the 
Christian religion, aud its imporrauce to 
man; that it points out the path to immor- 
tal blessedness, and will intallibly enrich 
with this blesseduess all who cordially em- 
race, aud conscientiously practise it; that, 
in all its iafluences upon the hearts and 
lives of men, it forms them, not only to 
be at agreement in their spiritual concerns, 
and to move forward, as brethren, in pur- 
suit of the prize of their high calling, but 
to be the best members of civil socety, 
that it ought theretore te be cherished by 
the national policy, as the highest mterest 
of our country, and its salulary precepts 
carried into practice by all descriptions of 
its inhabitants; believing the Sabb.th to be 
a perpetual institution of this religion, and 
that it is to be sanctified hy an intermission 
of those secular employments which are 
proper to the other days of the week; that 
we are toexpect tokens of the divine fa- 
vor or displeasure towards the nation, as 
the Sabbath is, or is not, generally sancti- 
fied; and that, asthe manners of the peo- 
ple verge towards its extinetion, religion 
will be trodden under foot, virtue will lan- 
guish, vice will triumph, and the public 
miseries will be multiplied; we notice with 
deep coneern, the very exiensive and in- 
creasing profanation of this holy day. 

Though itis not proper for us to enter 
into a minute discussion of the subject of 
the Sabbat!:, the Honorable Congress will 
permit us toexpress the high e:teem in 
which we hold it. 

We consider the Sabbath, not as a bnr- 
den imposed, but as a blessing conferred; 
not as asuperfinous restraint, but a relief 
mercifully granted from the pressure of 
eare and toil. It is an institution in this 
view propitious, not only to man, but to 
the laboring brutes. [t providesthe means, 
ant affords excellent periodical opportu- 
nities, for the diffusion of Christian knowl- 
edge, for the correction of evil propensi- 
tiés and habits over which the laws of the 
land can hare no control, for the public 


and impressive inculeation of those virtues. 
which adorn society, and for the promo- 
tion of that kingdom which is not meat and: 
drink, but righteousness, and peace, aud 
Joy in the toiy Ghost. It gives the best 
opportunity for that reasonable worship 
ot God, which he has requived, whieh 
the wise and the pious have aiways held to 
be a first duty, and whieh, surely, a Chris-. 
lian government ought not to embarrass, 
bit, to the utmost, countenance and-en- 
courage The Sabbath with us is most es- 
timable, as a type of the holy, eternal rest 
of heaven; and a standivg sign of God’s 
constant, gracious presence, as their coy- 
enant God, with those who picusly ob- 
serve it. We belicve that we owe it to 
oir posterity, to ourselves, to our country, 
and to our God, to guard the sanctity ot 
the Sabbath. The present moment is one 
of special interest in regard to this sub- 


ject. Our own Iegis!sture, at their last, 


session, sent abroad a recommedation to 
the trieads of religion and order in this 
Commonwealth to unite their exertions to. 
maintain the authority of the laws res- 
pecting the due observation of this day. 
We ave ready to obey the impulse of this 
recommendation, and are, in fact, eoales- 
cing with many others in this, and adjoin- 
ing states, to carry into efiect these salu- 
tary laws. 

Under these impressions and for these 
reasons the transportation and opening of 
the mail on the Lord’s day, is tous a mat- 
ter of painful consideration; and it must be 
perceived, that, if continued, it will operate 
as a powertul, aid indeed insurmotntable 
check to the attainment of our objeet. In 
every moral view it is an evil of pernicions 
influence. It is, im many eases interrup- 
tive of the worship the pious would ren- 
der to the Almighty Governor of the 
world. It diverts the attention of mulu- 
tudes, especially in commercial and post 


towns, from the proper objects of the: 


Sabbath. It becomes an authoritative ex- 
ample under the sanction of which individ-. 
uals go from bad to worse, and we think 
has a tendency, directly and powerfully, 
to spread insubordination, to relax ail oth- 
er restraints, and to sink the nation into 
ignorance and barbavism. It is a species 
of secular business which we are eredibly 
informed is not permitted in the greatest 
commercial eity in Europe, and which we 
cannot consider as indispensable to the 
national interest, as the government is in 
the practice of employiug expresses on 
special emergencies. 

We therefore respectfully entreat the 
legislatures of the nation, to whom we 
are to look as guardians of publicorder 
and the public morals, to interpose and 


effectuate, in their wisdom, a radical and 


thorough reform in this practiée;—and se 
m duty bound shai ever pray. 
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UNION OF NEIGHBORING CHURCHES. 


To our last number we published several 
ancient ecclesiastical documents, On the 
subject of the union and government 
of churches. The Convention of Con- 
gregational Ministers, took up the same 
subject in 1773, and unanimously ap- 
proved ef an address to the churches, 
which supports the same opinions, as 
were expressed in the ancient docu- 
ments above referred to. The com- 
meneement of our revolutionary strug- 
gle very probably interrupted their in- 
tended course. This address, which 
has been lately published by the Gen- 
eral Association of Massachusetts, clos- 
es with the following paragraphs: 


“Ir is evident from the preceding quo- 
tations, thet the venerable faihers of 
these churehes, agree in opinion, that 
matters of more than ordinary weight 
und ‘importanee, and those of common 
vonecernment ought not to be transacted 
without advice of couicil. And many of 
them are express in asserting, that the 
deposition of au eldur, or pastor, is a mat- 
ter of such weight and importauce, as to 
require the counsel and advice of neigh- 
boring churches. We do not find, on the 
most carefal enquiry, a single imstance 
of any congregational church from the 
first settlement of the country to the 
present day, which has deposed or dis- 
niissed its teaching elder, or pastor, with- 
out the advice of a council of peighbor- 
ing churehes; except when a dismission 
has been effected by the mutual consent 
ef the elder and church. And, even in 
this case, it appears from what has been 
before adduced, that such dismission is 
wregular, and contrary to the constitu- 
tion of these churches. 

“We cannot forbear, on this occasion, 
im the meekness and gentleness of Christ, 
earmestiy to advise the churches of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in this land, attentively 
to consider the noble and truly Christian 
plan, wpon which our fathe:s have placed 
us; and to preserve that union, which 
they hed so much at heart, as our truest 
strength and glory; and which is so ne- 
cessary to preserve the purity of the min- 
istry, and the privileges of the fraternity, 
both of which we are equally solicitous to 
swpport; and as a speeial means of this, 
to seek the advice of neighboring church- 
es in all matters of common concern- 
ment, more particularly those of peculiar 
weight and importance, and when it is 
atforded them to receive it with meck- 
ness, seriously and impartially to consider 
it, and not tightly to depart from it, or 
pertinaciously to oppose it; reflecting how 
earnestly our fathers recommended this 


as a Gospel institution for conveying light- 
and peace to the church; antl what fatal 
consequences inattention to, and mucli 
raore a contempt of, such an institution is 
likely to produce. 

“From the same considerations, we 
trust, the churches will be ever ready to 
afford their assistance and counsel to sister 
churches, in all seasons of darkness and 
perplexity, and to act on such oceasions 
with deliberation, impartiality, and solem- 
nity, considering how much the honor of 
Christ, and the peace and welfare of his 
churches may depend on their results.” 


MISSIONS OF THE UNITED BRETHREN, 


The following abridgment of the period- 
ical accounts of the Moravian Missions 
is taken from the Christian Observer, 
and continued from Panoplist, vol. ix, 
p. 569. These accounts are very inter- 
esting, as almost every paragraph fur- 
nishes matter of reflection on the be- 
nign and glorious effects of Christianity, 
when plainiy preached, even among the 
rudest and most uncivilized portions of 
the human race. Ep, Pan. 


Jone 20, 1810. “Two Hottentot soldiers 
arrived from the camp, withtheir wives and 
children, and asked leave to reside here. 
We spoke with them on the following day, 
and asked them whether they wonid not 
do much better to go and jive at the far- 
mer’s as they might then live as they 
pleased, and according to their own lusts, 
which they mast avoid, if they lived on 
our land, for we weve obliged to send 
all those away again, who wouid live here 
in the commission of actual sin. Coert 
Bootmans, ouie of them, said: ‘We should 
not have come hither, if we had not wish- 
ed to give ourselves upto Jesus. This is 
asettliement like Gnadenthal, and the 
doctrines taught there are taught here 
too. Tam sick of serving sin, it is high 
time that I should eare for my soul.’ 

23d. “Seven more men arrived with 
their families; in: Il 22 persons. ‘The men 
had belonged to the Hottentot regiment. 
As we had many days of rainy weather, 
and the poor people with their small 
children had been day and night without 
cover, our first concern was, to distribute 
them among the inhabitants for lodgings, 
aud we were pleased to perceive the wil- 
lingness with which they were received. 

29th. “We went to inspect our corn- 
field, and saw with thankfulness that the 
eleven sacks we had sowed promise an 
abundant produce. Several of our Hot- 
tentots were busy in their fields, plough- 
ing and sowing, and we were much pleas- 
ed to perceive an increase of diligence in 
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agricultural .pursuits so that chey may 
‘hope to be relieved from the want they 
formerly felt, when they were obliged to 
travel many miles in search of corn, and 
dvought themselves into great trouble, by 
running into debt for it. 

“Aug. 1. “Adrian, a very self right- 
eous Hottentot, said: ‘My heart is so dis- 
turbed, that I can neither eat nor drink.’ 
He was advised to turn te Jesus, as a con- 
trite sinner, and to seek merey and the 
pardon of his sins from Him. He answer- 
ed; ‘I do every thing iu my power; I pray 
to God when I get up in the morning, 
and when I lie down at night, and often 
in the middle of the night when Lawake. 
I can do no more, and yet I always con- 
tinue the same.” We told him his error 
was in depending upon his own doings, 
and advised him to give up his self-right- 
¢0ousness.” 

Dee. HA. “During the past year 10 

ersons have been confirmed and adinit- 
ted to the holy communion; 16 adults aud 
5 children have been baptised; 2 commu- 
nigants and 2 baptised Hottentots have re- 
moved here from Gnadenthal.” 

“The congregation consists at the 
e@lose of 1810, of 12 communicants; 19 
baptised adults; 6 baptised children; 17 
candidates for baptism; in all 54 persons, 
28 more than at the close of last year. 
‘There live on our land, in 36 dwellings, 
47 men, 49 women, aud 62 children: in 
all, 158 persons. 

Gnadenthal, Aug. 17, 1810. “Ifa 
Calfre is ill, and so weak, that his recove- 
ry is despaired of, his companions re- 
move him from the kraal into the open 
fields, fay him down onthe ground, sur- 
round him with bushes, kindle a small 
fire ia the neighborhood, and leave him, 
saying: ‘If you get well, you wil return to 
as again. If the patient, thus forsaken, 
dies, they abandon his remains to the 
wild beasts, and remove into anether 
part of the country. The widow or wid- 
ower of the deceased throw away their 
elothes, cut off their hair, and shun all hu- 
man society, till it may be supposed the 
remains of their relatives are entirely gone 
into corruption. They all avoid the sight 
of Ceath, and are much afraid ofa death- 
ded.” 

Dec. 31. “Many strangers and friends, 
who intended to celebrate the elose of the 
year with us, began to assemble early in 
the morning, and the number was so 

eat in the evening, that the church was 
much too small to contain them; many 
were therefore obliged to listen on the 
outside. Notwithstanding the crowd, 
among whom were famiiles from Cape- 
town, Stellenbosch, and Swellendam, the 
silenee and decorum which prevailed in 
the Charch was truly edifying. All join- 


ed with us in bowing the knee to Jesus, 
and our dear people praised the Lord 
with heart and voice for all the good 
which He had done us in the past 
year. No less than 36 waggons stood in 
our yard, exclusive of @considerable num- 
ber near the houses of the Hottentots, yet 
not a single profane word was heard; 
all seemed disposed to keep the holy so- 
lemnity with gladvess of heart and the 
voiee of joy and praise. 

“The following alterations have taken 
place in our. Hottentot congregation: 
Births, 33; new-comers, 33 men, 25 
women, and 51 children; in all, 110. Ad- 
mitted as candidates for baptism, 66; bap- 
tised, 92; admitted as candidates for the 
communion, 44; confirmed and admitted 
to the communion, 41; received into the 
congregation, 10; married, 8 pair; depart- 
ed this life, 27; removed to Gruenekloof, 
4. The congregation consists, at the 
close of 1810, of 182 communicants; 55 
candidates for the communion; 109 bap- 
tised adults; 219 baptised children; 118 
candidates for baptism: in all 684 persons; 
46 more than at the close of last year. 
Our settlement is found-to contain, in 213 
habitations, 245 men, 265 women, and 
454 children: in all, 964 persons; 97 more 
than last year. 

1811. Jan. 22. “Anna Mary Mauritz 
departed this life. Her father had been 
baptised by our late brother G. Schmidt, 
and used frequently to speakto her of our 
Savior. He entreated her not to remove 
far from Bavianskloof, assuring her, that 
teachers would again come tothe Hotten- 
tots, and make a settlement there. She 
was so firmly fixed in this idea, that she 
expected them year after year to arTive 
on the spot; great, therefore, was her Joy, 
and that of her husband, when the first 
three brethren came to renew the mis- 
sion.* They immediately joined them, 
and were the first whom they baptised, 
She lived in communion with the Lord, 
was active in His service, as an assistant 
among her country-women, and proved 
the efficacy of the Gospel by her exem- 
plary walk and conversation. Of late she 
suffered much from bodily infirmities, but 
was perfectly resigned to the wM of God 
her Redeemer, to whom, shortly before 
her departure, she was recommended in 
peayet Having taken an affectionate 
eave of her chiklren and graudehildren, 
and made the necessary arrangements 
respecting her little property, she fell 
ne in Jesus.” 

May 25, Brother Kohrhammer was 
seized with a disorder of the chest, to 


* How much does this remind us of a 
Simeon and an /nna waiting for the 
consolation of Israel. 
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which he was subject; but it now attacked 
him so violently, that he was soon con- 
vinced,; that it would be the means of his 
departure. 

‘Qn the evening of the Istof June he 
enjoyed the holy commanion with his 
wite, and his cheerful countenance  testi- 
fied of the state of his mind. 

‘Qin the 2d, he sent for all the Euro- 
pean brethren and sisters, and took an at- 
fectionate leave of them. His departing 
spirit was commended to the Lord in fer- 
vent prayer. During the whole of his 
iliness he maintained his unshakea resig- 
nation to the will of his heavenly Father, 
who had so graciously led him from the 
days of his youth. He once expressed 
himself as follows: ‘1 know that I am a 
great sinner, and have oiten erred from 
the right way; but my Savior has forgiven 
meall my faults, and atoned for my trans- 
gressions. Be not concerned on my ac- 
eount; Kohrhammer goes home to his 
Savior, as a pardoued sianer. I have no 
ili-will towards any one; and there is 
nothing to prevent my approaching my 
Savior with confidence. He is mine and 
Lam his.’ On the 6th, in the morning, 
it pleased the Lord to receive our brother 
into the realms of peace. He was in his 66th 
year, and has now obtaived the victory, 
and the crown of his faith. May the 
Lord comfort his dear widow, who has 
Jost inhima worthy anda beloved husband, 
ani us, who are deprived of a faithful com- 
panion and kindfriend. He was a diligent 
and conscientious laborer in the Lord’s 
vineyard; the extension of the kingdom of 
God,inore particularly amongthe Hotten- 
tots, was the desire of his heart; and great 
will be his joy, to jomat the throne of the 
Lamb, with the perfected spirits of many 
Hotteatots also in everlasting praise and 
thanksgiving. 

‘In the morning of the 17th, we 
learnt, that the communicant sister, Beata 
Linnert, had departed this life. She was 
a faithful follower of Jesus, notwithstand- 
ing the numerous trials to which she was 
exposed, particularly from the unprinei- 
pled behavier‘of her unworthy husband, 
who often deserved to be sent away from 
our settlement, but was suffercd to re- 
iain out of compassion to his wif: and 
humerous family. She often poured forth 
her complaints on this subject in fervent 
prayer. The day before her departure, 
she sent for one of the missionaries, whom 
she addressed thus: ‘I have troubled you 
indeed to come to me, but my cough pre- 
vents me saying more, than that Tam 
weary, and wish soon to be at rest.” This 
favor was granted her, and she obtained 
a happy release from a state of sorrow 
ind affliction.” 

July 3. “A woman came to us, and 


Vou. X. 


requested leave to live in the settlement. 
She was extremely eager in her applica- 
tion, and said that her ouly motive was, 
to hear’and believe the word of God. Her 
native place was in the snow mounta:.., 
ou the Caffre frontier. She was inform- 
ed, that we wished her well tu consider 
what she professed, as we required of all 
those people who asked leave to live here, 
that their behavior shouid be, in every 
respect, correct, and that they should 
leave off all their old heathenish customs, 
otherwise we should immediately send 
them away. On the contrary, if She lived 
at a farm, she would enjoy more I berty, 
and might live as she pleased. She an- 
swered with earvestness: ‘No, baas,* I 
seek not to have liberty to sin, as I might 
in other places: I only desire to have that 
liberty which Jesus allows.’ We assured 
her, how much we wished, that she also 
might be truly converted to Jesus, and 
that, therefore, we should permit her to 
live upon our land, on trial.” 

July 21. “Eighteen persons were bap- 
tised, and four young people received iaty 
the congregation. Nothing gives “Gur 
Hotteutots so much pleasure, as when 
they see children, born and baptised in 
the settlement, growing up in the fear of 
the Lord, and solemnly received as mem- 
bers of the congregation.” ; 

August 1. “lu the evening-mecting, 
brother Kuester celivered a cordial saluta- 
tion from brother Matthew Wied and the 
Christian Negroes in St. Croix. » He had 
written to every one of the missionaries 
here. Our Hottentots were highly grati- 
fied by the remembrance of their Black 
brethren and sisters in the West-Indies, 
aud begged to salute them and their 
teachers. When we asked them, wheth- 
er we shovld add, that they all wished to 
live unto Jesus alone in this world, they 
answered with an unanimous and power- 
ful affirmative, in a very striking and af- 
fecting manner. On the 2d, several came 
wad dictated letters to the Negro congre- 
gations in St. Crorx. 

August 17. “We had a particular so- 
lermnity as ususl in our church, in com- 
memoration of the great awakening among 
the litttle girls in the congregation at 
Herrnhut in the year 1727. Brothcr 
Kuester read to a large number of then:, 
assembled at the church, an account o& 
that memorable event, and askcd them 
whether they also would covenant togeth- 
er, to live alone unto the Lord in this 
world? They answered, with many tcars, 
that they earnestly desired it, and each 
gave him her hand to confirm her prom- 
ise. It was a truly affecting sight, to see 
mothers coming forward with their little 
children in arms, helping them to stretch. 


* Master. 
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eut their hands and begging that they 
might join ih the same covenant. After 
they left the church, the little girls went 
of their own accord, to the top of a neigh- 
boring eminence, spoke some time with 
each other, of their wish to live to our 
Savior, and then offered up their child- 
like prayers to Him, that he would accept 
of their hearts, and grant them the for- 
giveness of all their sins in his precious 
blood. They then sat down in a cirele, 
and sang many verses with cheerful 
voices. On their return, they visited us, 
which gave again opportunities of profita- 
ble conversation. In the afternoon they 
repeated their walk, and eoncluded, the 
day with hy:ons of praise. To serve the 
children of both sexes, is our delightful 
duty; and we pray our Savier, that he 
would direct them by his Spirit, ento him- 
self. There is a great number of children 
living at Gnadenthal; all attention is paid to 
their schools, and instruction ia the Chris- 
tian doctrines: and we have the pleasure to 
sce good fruit, especisliy among the girls.” 
September 18. “A Hottentot captain, 
ealled Moses, leit us, after. an agreeable 
visit oftwo days. His kraal, or village, is 
in the neighborhood of Swellendam. He 
is likewise captain of the tliottentots on 
the Schlangen, or Serpent’s River. Some 
vears ago, he lived here, and we entertain- 
ed good hopesot his conversion, but he was 
obliged to return and reassume his station 
as captain. In his kraal there are several 
persons who formerly lived at Gnaden- 
thal, and among them 2 woman who had 
learnt to read at our school. She has 
ranght several chilrden in that place, and 
we therefore gave the captain some spel- 
ling-books and Testaments, to give to 
such as might distinguish themselves by 
their diligence, for which he was very 
thankful. He was mueh affected at tak- 
ing leave, and said: ‘Dear teachers, do not 
forget me! 1 am sinful in soul and body, 
and have many wicked thoughts; but 
God knows that I do not like to be a slave 
to sin. I still feel a lo¥@to Jesus and to 
you, and pray that teachers may soon 
come to my kraal.” This his wish has 
been lately fulfilled, some English and 
Dutch missionaries having settled there. 
23. “Joseph Velentyn departed this 
lite. He must have been about 100 years 
old.. When the late brother George 
Schmidt was here, he had already attain- 
ed to the age of manhood, and was one 
of the first who came from a distant place 
to live with the Brethren in 1792. Broth- 
er Kohrhammer baptised hjm in 1800, 
and in 1808 he became » communicant. 
tfe was a man of exemplary character, 
loved the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, 
and knew himselfas a helpless ereature, 
depending entirely upon his grace.” 


December 31. Our congregation con- 
sists, at the close of the year, of 769 mem- 
bers, of whom 223 are communicants; 113 
baptised, but not yet partakers of the 
Lord’s supper; 69 candidates for the 
communion, and 106 tor baptism; and 258 
baptised children. In 208 houses tn this 
settlement, dwell 993 persons: 31 more 
than at the close of 1810. In the year 
past 141 persons have been baptised, 47 
admitted to the communion, 16 received 
into the congregation, 62 new people 
came te live on oar land, and 30 departed 
this lite. Think of us often, dear breth- 
ren and sisters and friends, wheu you 
make intereession before the Throne af 
Grace.” 

By letters from the Cape, dated in May 
1812, it appears, that the missions there 
were in a progressive state. At Gnaden- 
thal, $1 had been baptised sinee the Ist of 
January, and 53 became candidates for 
baptism: at Gruenekloof, 2i had been 
baptised, and 22 admitted candidates for 
baptism. 


SURINAM. 

By accounts from Surinam, it appears, 
that .he mission among the free Negroes 
at Bambey had been on the decline, owing 
to the diseoutent with the government, 
which prevailed among them; but it bad 
been resolved to persevere. The writer 
adds; **l have been on a visit to Sommels- 
dyk, and found the affairs of the mission 
araong the slaves more promising than | 
expected. ‘Lhe new director of Fairtield 
estate is well disposed, and grants full lib- 
erty to preach the Gospel to the negroes. 
The poor people are very thankful for it, 
and enjoy, under him, a time of rest 
which they hope to improve for their spir- 
itual benefit. They shed tears at taking 
leave, and promised to cleave to the Lord 
with their whole heart.” 

An attempt is about tobe made to re- 
establish the mission among the Arawack 
Indians on the Corentyn which had been 
broken up in consequence of the dissolute 
and refractory conduct of some among 
them. A missionary and his wife paid 
them a visit towards the close of 1810.” 

“They found the former settlement at 
Hope on the Corentyn quite forsaken, 
eam, with wild bushes. About 
an hour’s walk farther up, on the Berbice 
side of the river, they met with a consid- 
erable number of baptised Indians, who 
formerly lived at Hope, and had made a 
settlement there. Brother Langballe 
was reeeived by them with great cordiality, 
and staid with them three weeks. Every 
day he held a meeting with them, and 
after reading a portion out of the four 
Evangelists, especially those parts that re- 
late to our Lord’s sufferings and death, he 
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spoke with them on the necessity of true 
conversion, and faith in him, as the only 
Savior. ‘“Uney always listened wich great 
attention, and apparent devotion. Several 
of them deciared their sorrow at having 
no ieacher now res.ding among them, 
and their earnest desire, uot Only to be fa- 
vored again with opportunides of hearing 
the word of God, but to live 1 conformity 
to it. For che present, brother Langbalie 
couid do no more than make a reguiauion 
among them, by winch they shouid meet, 
and hear one of them who had learnt to 
read in the schoel at Hope, read to them 
out of the New Testament. He encour- 
aged them to turn anew their whole 
heart to Jesus, and to forsake ail heathen- 
ish practices, and help to build each other 
up in the faith. He then set out with his 
wife, and visited the other baptised, who 
lived dispersed on the Ziporotu and Me- 
penna rivers. Many of these poor peo- 
ple bewailed the loss of their teachers, and 
expressed their sincere wish that mission- 
aries might again come and dwell among 
them. 

“According to the best information 
brother Langballe could procure from 
those whom he visited, he found that of 
the former inhabitants at Hope, on the 
Corentyn, 197 persous were still living. 
He himself had spoken with 77 of the 
baptised. May the Lord in merevy, grant 
success to our endeavors, and by his own 
power and graee, collect again the poor 
scattered sheep of this one: favored flock, 
that he may yet ebtain a rich harvest from 
the Arawack, aud other Indian tribes of 
South America. He is able toremove all 
obstacles, and to give his servauts ability 
and success, notwithstanding their weak- 
ness. 

“Of four missionaries who passed 
through England on their way to Suri- 
nam, in Deeember 1811, two are particu- 
larly ealled to assist in the re-cstablish- 
ment of the Arawack missions; ad we 
doubt not but that’all, who rejoice in the 
eoming of Christ’s kingdom, will unite 
their prayers, that these renewed exer- 
tions, and the laborers employed in this 
<listant part of the Lord’s vineyard, may 
be owned and blessed by him with 
suce: ss.” 

The following is an extract of a letter 
from Surinam, dated Dee. 27, 1811. 

“We are all at present in good health. 
Our new governor is arrived, and shows 
us all kindness and favor, for which we are 
very thankful. The biessing of the Lord 
has attended us in our outward concerns, 
and we have not suffered any want. But 
of far greater importance tous, is the pro- 
gress of the work of His spirit among the 


negroes, by which our labors have not 
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been unfrui We have just celebrated 
the Christna§ holidays with our congrega- 
tion very happily. Four adults were bap- 
tised on this occasion. ‘he number of 
those who have attained to this favor, in 
the year 1811, is 48. Tweuty-three per- 
sous have become partakers of the Lord’s 
supper; 17 have departed this life in 
peace, rejoicing in their Savior. After all 
the chauges that have occurred in this 
year, by decease, exclusion, addition a.d 
re-adiuission, the negro congregation, at 
Paramaribo, consists of 456 persous ex- 
clusive of 59 candidates for bapjism, aud 
new people. The number of communi- 
cants is 362.” 

The same missionary then writes on the 
4th March, 1812: 

“Our preseut governor, Major-general 
Bonham, is a man whom we highly re- 
spect, and who indeed establishes the cred- 
it and character of the British nation, ac- 
tively promoting every measure tor the 
benefit of the colony. He has assured us 
of his good will and protectiun, and given 
us every advice and recommeudation 
needful for the prosecution of this busi- 
ness,” (viz. the re-establishment of the 
mission in the Corentyn) “which seems to 
begin under very favorable external appear- 
ances. | have also the best hop gs, that the 
brethren appointed to this serviee, will be 
biessed and supported by the Lord in their 
labors. A year or more will be required 
to learn the language sufficiently to speak 
aud preach to the Ludians, and direct those 
peor straying sheep, who belonged to 
Hoop congregation, back to the fold. I 
teela great love for the Arawacks, and 
was excecdingly grieved when, in 1808, 
a combination of untoward circumstances 
made the suspension of the mission abso- 
lutely necessary.” 

At Paramaribo, there isa pleasing pros- 
pect, and the work of the Lord is power- 
fully made manifest in our negro-congre- 
gation, for our comfort and encourage- 
ment. He has also preserved us from 
heavy sickness, though each feels more or 
less something of the effects of this un- 
healthy cluwate. But we are greatly re- 
freshed, when we perceive that our Savior 
blesses our feeble endeavors to promote 
his cause among the negro slaves in this 
place and its neighborhood. 

“The number of new people has in- 
creased this year, more than at any form- 
er period, and our hearts are filled with 
humble joy and thankfulness, whenever 
we meet in the presence of our Savior, and 
receive renewed assuranees, that the 
word of his cross, which we preach in 
weakness, is accompanied wi hones and 
the demonstration of his Sprit 
hearts of our hearers.” 2 
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GREENLAND. 

The communication withr 4 
ry settlements in Green! 
greatly interrupted by the Danish war, 
and in ¢onsequenee of this interruption, 
they have suffered severely from the want 
of provisiotis and other necessaries. By 
permission of the English government, 
their wants have been at length supplied. 
The following are extracts of the few let- 
ters that have been received from this 
quarter since the beginning of 1810. 

“New Hernhut, vilcy 16, 1810. We 
are often much perplesed, when we con- 
sider that all intercourse between Europe 
and this country seems at an end We 
measure, as it were every mouthful we. 
eat, to make our provisions last as long 
as possible May God soon send us reliet! 
All the brethren and sisters, however, 
are preserved by his mercy in good health, 
and both we and our Greenland congre- 
gations have got well through last win- 
ier, though at Newherrvhut the latter 
iiave suffered some want of oil to light and 
warm their houses. They had, however, 
enough to eat, and could even spare us a 
tittle, to make out. We feel most the 
seant of linen, and other articles of cloth- 
ing.” 

July Qt, 1810. AN our feliow-missiona- 
ries in the other two settlements were 
well, according to the latest accounts re- 
ceived in June and July. The work of 
(,od our Savior proceeds and prospers; 
i's presence is with us, and he blesses our 
feeble testimony of his atoning death and 
passion.” 

Way 22, 1811. “You may easily sup- 
pose, that by this time onr sitnation is very 
trying and deplorsble, no ships having ar- 
rived in Greenland last year. We have 
‘therefore not received any provisions what- 
ever frem Europe, nor does it appear as 
if we should obtain any relief this year; 
and if not there is little prospect for us 
left, but that we must die with famine and 
distress of mind: for no European ean sub- 
sist on what the Greenlanders eat, without 
bread. ‘The consequences soon appear in 
a dysentery, which carries the patient off 
in a short time.” 

‘Notwithstanding all distress experien- 
ced from withont, it pleases the Lord to 
lay his blessing upon our labors, and he 
esrries on this work uninterruptedly. I 
might here quote many encouraging 
proofs of his merev, and many instances of 
his powerful grace in the hearts of many 
of aur people, which fll us with joy and 
astonishment, but my time is too short. 
\Ve enjoy the love and confidence of the 











*. eenkander They frequently bronght 
sa stp food last year, for which, 


DeWever, € were not able to make them 


equal compensation; but they were al- 
ways satisfied with little or nothing.” 

August 20, 1812. “Where shall I find 
words to express myself, and to declare. 
our gratitude? At length you have sue- 
ceeded, dearest brethren, in sending us 
provisions and other necessary artieles of 
subsistence! ‘he ship Freden has sately 
arrived here, on the 16th of this movth.’” 

“Present our warmest acknowledg- 
ments to al our dear friends and benefac- 
tors. May the Lord reward you all for 
your great kindness tous. We have now 
a supply of provision for two years. We 
were in great want of clothes; those you 
sent were therefore very weleome. You 
have kind!y considered all our wants. Tell 
ihe brethren of the elders’ conference of 
the Unity, that they need not mourn over 
us any longer, for that we shall feel no 
want for two years to come. We now 
mean soon to celebrate the Lord’s supper 
with our people, and our hearts overflow 
with thanks to our Savior for all his mer- 
cies towards us.” 


ST. CROIX, 

The accounts from this island are con- 
fined to notices respecting several negro. 
couverts, who have departed this ie. 
They are all very interesting, but we can, 
Ouly insert the following, which we select 
in order to exemplify the absurdity of 
those charges of Obcah, or witcheraft, 
that are so common in the West Indies. 
The death of Cicero was followed by 
that of one of our communicants, who for 
some years had not been a partaker, be-. 
ing aceused by the negroes of witcheraft. 
About three months ago one of the mis- 
sionaries hearing that she was very ill, 
went to see her, and turned the conversa - 
tion upon the above-mentioned accusation. 
She answered: ‘Some years ago, I was so 
silly, that when persons were sick ou the 
plantation, and I was asked my opinion 
about their recovery, [ would often say, 
I believe this person is going to die, and. 
that person ty reesver. And as my pre- 
dictions frequently happened to. prove 
true, [came under suspicion, that I could 
make people well or sick, as [I pleased, snd 
was a witch. But it is a most grievous 
trial to me, not to enjoy the love and fel- 
lowship of my brethren and sisters on 
that aceount.’ She added, that under 
these cireumstances, our Savior was her 
only comfort. The missionary hereupon 
called all the Christian negroes on the 
plantation together, after their dinner, 
and sucecedcd in convincing them, that 
the above accusations were groundless. 
The poor patient was so rejoiced at this, 
that she burst out into loud weeping, and 
a.l present assured her of their love, aud 
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that they again owned her as a sister. 
She now began to recover, after having 
been confined to her bed nine months; 
she was also able to work alittle; but sud- 
denly had a relapse, and departed this 
life, according to the report of our negroes, 
very gently and happily, -calling on the 
name of the Lord to her latest breath.” 


5ST. THOMAS. 

May, 1811. “I have again,” one of the 
missionaries writes, “arrived in St. Thom- 
as. The negroes received us with the 
most lively expressions of joy.’ “I must 
add something concerning the distribution 
of the Spanish Testaménts, which I was 
favored to carry out with me, with a view 
to give them to those Spaniards who come 
hither from Porto Rico. As the worthy 
british and Foreign Bible Society has been 
piessed to place that trust in me, I am 
thankful that I may hope to have fulfilled 
their kind intentions already. I had a rich 
cujoyment in performing this act of benev- 
clence, while I presented to the dark 
jooking Spaniards this valuable gift from 
the Society. Their gloomy countenances, 
which in general seem to indicate a dispo- 
sition rather for all the wrathful passions, 
than for friendship and confidence, bright- 
ened up with an expression of gratitude, 
of which their tears gave further evidence, 
and they declared their regard and love 
for their benefactors in the warmest terms. 
Their thanKs do not belong to me: they 
:re altogether due to that benevolent So- 
ciety, to whom I beg you to transfer 
them: I am fully rewarded by what I have 
enjoyed, as a blessing for my own soul, on 
ihis eceasion. I endeayored to give them 
2 proper account of the Bible Society, and 
the aim of their labors; which was to put, 
if possible, into the hands of every man, to 
wham they could procure access, the 
holy word of God, that he might read and 
study it for himself. Many wished to 
possess the whole Bible in their own Jan- 
suage. if the worthy Society should feel 
(.sposed to send more to this island for 
the same purpose, I shou'd esteem it the 
Lighest favor to be their distributor.” 


ANTIGUA. 

St. John’s, Dec. 30,1811. “Tn answer 
to inquiries made Ly the legislature, we 
save given in the number of baptised ne- 
xrocs, belonging to our congregations in 
‘ais island; at St. John’s, 3640; at Grace- 
bill, 1326; at Gracebay, 790, adults: baptis- 
ed children in the three settlements, 
1916; catechumens, 1316; besides the 
hew people.” 

The foundation-stone for a new chapel 
was laid with much ceremony at Grace- 
bay, in this island, on the 19th of Novem- 
ber, 18i1. Speaking of the contributions 


of the negroes to this work, the missiona- 
ries observe: ‘Notwithstanding the ne- 
groes have suffered much, as well last 
rear by tempests, as in this, through the 
oat drought, they have nevertheless, 
with great willingness, brought in their 
mite, and insisted on its being accepted, 
and when refused, on account of their poy-~ 
erty, many cried bitterly. Some of them, 
being in want of every necessary clothweg, 
lame ard helpless, and destitute of every 
comfort in life, exclaimed, ‘The Lord Je- 
sus enabled me to get that money, that 
might give it to the church: do pray take 
_ 


BARBADOEsS. 

May 50, 1812. “1 am sorry that I can- 
not give youa more pleasing account of 
sucecss attending this mission, though 
the power cf God has not ceased to be 
made manifest in it. We fervently en- 
treat the Lord, thet He would also re- 
member Barbadoes in merey, and cause 
the showers of His grace to descend and 
fructify this poor barren soil, and. we will 
still hope, that, in His own time, He will 
help us to call sinners to repentance with 
such effect, that the number of His saved 
ones may be increased. Nor are we with- 
out some encouraging proofs of the power 
of the word ot the Cross. In the last 
year we bapused five adults and four 
children.” 

Aiter giving an account ofthe unnatur- 
al darkness produced at Barbadoes, by the 
volearo, which took place at St. Vin- 
cents, and which reminded me, says one 
of the missionaries, “of that awful dark- 
ness when all nature seemed to shudder, 
and the sun to hide its face, at the expiva- 
tion of the Son of God on the eross,”” he 
thus proceeds: 

We looked upon teour Almighty Fe- 
ther and Savior, in this state of awtul un- 
certainty, and he filled our hearts with 
peace. Atseven o'clock, our whole fam- 
ily was called together into our hall, and 
during a solemn feeling of our helplessness, 
we exhorted each other to faith and trust 
in God our Redeemer, offered up fer- 
vent prayer for ourselves and our feilew- 
sich, and were richly comforted by a 
sense of His Divine presence. ‘This in- 
explicable and utter darkness continued 
till about half past twelve o’elock. About 
one alittle light from the sun’s rays ap- 
peared, tothe great comfort of every hr- 
man being in the island. About thrce 
o'clock many negroes, from far and nea, 
assembled together in our chureh, torn- 
ing a large congregation, to whom a dis- 
course was delivered on the Scripture- 
text for that day: “The woiks of His 
hands are verity and judgment; ail 
fis commandn.euts are sure? Ps, exi, 7; 
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concluding with fervent prayer. The at- 
tention and devotion of the auditory was 
great. 

“The great church of Bridgetown was 
on this awful day so mueh crowded, that 
it could hardly contain the people, who 
at eleven o’clock in the forenoon, with lan- 
terns in their hands, took refuge in the 
house of prayer; so great was the con- 
sternation of all the mhabitants.” 


NORTH AMERICA, 

The missions to the Indians at Goshen, 
Fairfield, Spring Place, Flivt River, Xe. 
still continue, and seem to be in a slowly 
progressive state. 

At the close of 1811, the Brethren had, 


‘inall, 30 missionary settlements; the num- 


ber of missionaries employed in them 
being 156. 

One of the Periodical Accounts, (the 
62d) contains a very interesting narra- 
tive of the life of Mr. Antes, who was 
formerly employed on a mission to Cairo, 
and of whom honorable mention ts made 
in Bruce’s Travels. We hope to be able 
to lay an abstract of it before our readers. 


DONATIONS TO SUPPORT FOR- 
EIGN MISSIONS AND TRANSLA- 
TIONS. 


July 27, 1814. From a friend 

of missions, a ten pound bill of 

exchange, which at the present 

rate of exchange is $38 22 
29. From a young female in 

Steuben county, (N. Y.) for the 

translations* 10 009 
30. From Mrs. Eliza Leslv, 

of Georgia, by Mr. Oliver Whyte, 

of Brookline 10 00 
From the Female Cent Socie- 

ty iv North Preston, Conn. for 

the translations, remitted by 

Gen. Huntington 30 51 


Carried forward $50 51 $58 22 





* This donation was enclosed in the 
following letter: 
“July 18, 1814. 
“Dear Sir, 
I have long delayed sending my mite to 
the Treasury of the Lord, that I might be 
able to double my former little sum.* It 
is at lengthin my power; and I now en- 
close ten dollars for the translations. 
Wishing you, and ull the other friends of 
missions abundant success in the good 
cause in which you ure engaged, Lam 
yours respectfully, 
A Youne Femarr tv 
STEUBEN COUNTY.” 


_* See the donations in the Panopiist 
tor Lebruary iast. 


Brought forward $50 51 $58 22 
From the Female For- 
eign Mission Society in 


‘South Preston 21 16 
From young Misses in 
Miss Wight’s school, §. 
Preston 1 06 
From Chapman For- 
sythe 50 
From a lady in New 
London 1 00—54 23 


Aug. 1. From Mrs. Deb- 
orah Wild, of Braintree, 
by Rev. R. S. Storrs 3 00 
From a female friend of 
missions, by thé Rev. Dr. 
Worcester i0 00 
From another do. do. 2 00O—12 OF 
8. From an. unknown 
person in a letter by mail, 
with the Granville post- 
mark : 10 00 
15. From Christophiios, 
as his second quarterly do- 
nation.* 5 06 
16. From a small number 
of individuals assembled at 
Montpelier, Vermont, to 
celebrate the fourth of Ju- 
ly, a contribution, remit- 
ted by the Rev. Chester 
Wright 15 50 
From a person in Jeffer- 
son county, (Ver.) a friend 
to the heathen 
18. Froma friend to the 
heathen, in Plymouth coun- 
ty, to be expended in fur- 
nishing our missionaries in 
India with Testaments, or 
smaller portions of the 
Scriptures, for gratuitous 
distribution. 5 00 


$164 95 


2 00—17 50 





AMERICAN MISSIONARIES. 


No intelligence has been received of late 
from our missionaries in the East, except 
what is contained in a single sentence of a 
letter written by Mr. Johns, the Baptist 
missionary who had been arbitrarily sent 
to England by the Bengal government. 
This letter is dated March 7, 1814, and 
states, that a letter had been that week 
received from Caleutta, from whieh Mr. 
Johns learnt, that Messrs. *‘Nott and 
Hall had received the sanction of the 
worthy Sir Evan Nepean to remain in his 
department, if they pleased.” 


* See a letter of Christophilos, at the 
close of the donations in ‘the Panoplism 


for June. 
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The Corresponding Secretary of the 
Board of Commissioners is in constant ex- 
pectation of hearing irom the Committee 
at Caleutta, as the first communications 
trom the Board were doubtiess received 
by that Committee in the summer of 
1-13, the vessel by which they were sent 
having arrived safely at that port. 


OBITUARY. 


Drep, at Burlington, (Ver.) the Hon. 
Witiam C. Harrineton, Esq. Counsel- 
ior at Law, for many years a member of 
the Council of that state, aged 58. 

At Albany, Esenrzer Foor, Esq. 
Counsellor at Law, aged 41. 

At New York, a child 5 years old, of 
the Hydrophobia, after 48 hours illness. 

At Paris, about the Ist. of June, Jose- 
PHINE Bonaparre, sometime since Em- 
press of Erance. She was married to Na- 
polvon, at that time General Bonaparte, 
in 1796; crowned and consecrated Em- 
press of Frauce in 1804, and Queen of It- 
aly in 1806; received unbounded flattery 
from authors and courtiers till she was 

divoreed” from her imperial master in 
1810, since which time she had lived in 
co:nparative retirement. Her age was 51. 

At Richmond, ( Vir.) Witttam Scorr, 
a reiaser, murdered in his own shop. 

At Chilicothe, (Qhio,); six U. S. sol- 
diers, shot for desertion. 

At Westfield, Mrs. Jencsna Kwapp, 
wife othe Rev. Jsaac Knapp, aged 36. 

it East Bloomfield, (N. Y.) Pocypore 
B. Wiswer, Esq. District Attorney for 
the four eastern counties of New York, 
aged 49. 

At Blanford, on the 18th ult. Miss Bet- 
sr¥ Borrs, in consequence of beiug burnt 
by accidentally setting on fire some cotton 
clothes with her candie, as she was going 
to bed. The curtain was soon enveloped 
ii flames, and she was so injured as to oc- 
casio: her death after lingering four 
weeks. Her age was 18. 

At Boston, on the 25th ult. Mr. Sew- 
ALL Puetps, aged 46, of the hydropho- 
bia. He was bitten by a dog, supposed 
to be mad, about six weeks before his 
death. He disregarded the injury; but 
was seized five days before his death with 
thesymaptoms of that terrible disarder 
ef which he died in great agony. 

At Kilingworth, Con. on the 20th alt. 
the Rey Acniiuxs MansrIELD, pastor of 
the congregational church in that town, 
aged 63. Mr. Mansfield was graduated 
at Yale college in 1770. He was elected 
4 member of the Corporation of that Col- 
lege in 1810. 

In France, M. Cournapn, Professor of 


~ French literature in the Royal College. 


POETRY. 
THE ESQUIMAUX WITH THE BIBLE. 
For the Panoplist. 


The following lines, on the giving of the 
Gospel to the Esquimaux, were occa- 
sioned by reading in a late Panoplist,* 
a speech of the Rev. Mr. Chalmers, 
before the Bible Society of Fife and 
Kinross, in Scotland. 


BY A YOUNG LADY. 


Rovcnp that wide bay, whose waters free, 
With siow, sad, current seek the sea, 
Hoarse billows rock the ragged shore 
Of cold and dismal Labrador. 
There as the lonely sailor keeps 
His night-watch on those awful deeps, 
And weaves the lay in cheerful tune, 
To greet the slowly rising moon, 
Huge icy mounts of fearful size 
Float on to meet his frantie eyes, 
Cleave his frail bark with thundering sweep 
And spread its fragments o’er the deep. 
With loud, loud eries of thrilling pain, 
Start from their beds the helpless train, 
Who soon shall sleep, nor wake again. 
Coid to the raft their limbs congeal, 
Their icy hearts forget to feel, 
Dim close their eyes in silent sleep, 
On their last couch—the northern deep. 
Perchanee, upon the flinty beach, 
Their dry, unburied, bones may bleach, 
Where deserts stretch in trackless snow, 
And broad lakes fill, but never flow, 
And erystal rocks with frightful ledge 
Hang sparkling o’er the water’s edge. 
There the dim sun reluctant throws 
His seatter’d rays o’er polar snows, 
But wakes to speed his glowing car, 
And leaves the icy coast afar; 
Pale float his beams on frosty skies 
As in white foam the ship-light dies. 
There lite’s frail lamp with livid ray, 
Burns feebly in its cell of clay, 
And lights a weak and tawny race, 
Devoid of science, wit, or grace. 
For them no Spring with gentle eare, 
Paints the young bud, and scents the air;. 
Nor Autumn bids the loaded stem 
Scatter its sweet repast for them. 
“No storied page, nor learned strife, 
Nor arts that lend delight to life, 
Nor lighted dome, nor festive song, 
Sheds lustre o’er their winter long; 
But wrapt in skins, by Jong pursuit 
Torn rudely from the fallen brute, 
Close throng’d in hidden vaults they rest, 
Within the drear earth’s moul(’ring breast, 
Hear the wild storm above them pour, 
Or dull with sleep forget its roar. 


* See the Pan. for Nov. last, p. 4%. 
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Long night—dark night—with heavy sway; 
Hangs trowning o’er their homes o: elay, 
The pale—pale stars, that break the gloom, 
Glance coldly on their living tomb. 

Ah! what ean cheer that lonely spot, 
Ov bind the suff’rer to his lot? 

The land that spread those frigid skies, 
And gave the polar storm to rise; 

The Hand that stretch’d that frozen plain 
And shew’d to man his drear domain; 
Gaye to enhance the seanty store, 

An hamble mind that ask’d no more. 

And yet a better boon than this 
In later times He gave, 

A warning voice—a call to bliss— 

A hope beyond the grave; 

A page whose lustre shines to bless 

The lone retreat of wretche iness. 

The Indian reads;—his pray’rs arise 
To Him who hears a sinner’s cries; 
Sounds soft as music seem to roll, 

Strong lights are kindled in his soul, 
While deep repentauce, waichful carc, 
And srateful love are rising there; 

And tears stand trembling in his eye 
Fhat Christ the Lord, for him should die. 

Now when the storm more feebly blows, 
And cold plants creep thro’ wasted snows; 
When Summer lifis its fleeting wings, 
With ardor to his task he springs, 
Blesses the hand tat gilds the scene, 
And kindly spreads a sky serene. 

Nor wintry storms to him are drear, 

Though hoarse they thander in his ear, 
Who, in his humble ceil at rest, 
Feels peace divine inspire his breast, 
And sees fair Hope, in heavn’ly bloom, 
Descend to share his eclay-built roorn. 

Thus to his sileat grave he goes, 

And meekly sinks to long repose, 

In firm belief at Jast to hear 

The strong Arehangel rend the sphere, 

A trump proclaim the dav of doom, 

A hand break up his ice-bound tomb, 

And bear him where no paiu shali come, 

Nor winter shroud the scene with gloom; 

No withering plant, no flinty soil, 

Nor want be found, vor fruitless to'l; 

No lamp emit a glimm/’ring ray, 

No setting sun forsake the day; 

But light shall beam before unknown 

From Him who sits upon the throne, 

And joy, and peace, and love shall cheer 

The ehild of wintry realms severe, 

Who, ransom’d by his Savior’s blood, 

Has found a mansion with his God. 
March 27, 1814. 


NOTICE. 


Tat Alumni of Yale Col'ege are respect- 
fully invited to meet at the State House 
in New Haven, on Thursday of com- 
mencement week, at 9 o'clock, A. M. for 


the purpose of conferring together oa in4 
practicability and duty of making a res- 
pectable charity foundation for the educa- 
tion of indigent young men, who give 
promise of future usefulness to their 
country and the chureh of Christ. The 
design is, that funds subscribed for this 
object shall be held by the Corporation 
of Yale College, under statutes imposed 
by the donors; and that an association 
shall be formed, from among the Alumni 
in the first instance, for the purpose of 
making a systematic attempt to procure 
funds adequate to the object, by volunta- 
ry contributions of the members, and by 
other fair and honorable methods. 

There are two reasons for calling a 
meeting of the Alumni, which have 
prompted this notice. 1. All, who have 
received the benefit of an education at 
Yale College, are under peeuliar obliga- 
tions to promote and extend the useful- 
ness of that highly honored institution. 
2. An application to a particular class of 
the community is more likely to be effee- 
tual, than a general application to the 
public. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Tue unknown writer of the biographical 
notice of the Rev. Writiam Graves, is 
requested t® disclose his name to us, or 
to certify usin some other way of the ac- 
curacy of the notice refered to. This re- 
quest is male, not because we have any 
doubts as to the fidelity ofthe account, but 
because we must comply with an imvaria- 
ble rule, (which we have repeatedly stat- 
ed, though some of our correspondents 
seem yet unapprized of it,) that in re- 
gard to all biographical notices, and all 
statements of facts not generally known, 
we must either be made acquainted, with 
the character of the writer, or be able in 
some other way to ascertain the accuracy 
of his statements. 

Pidos will see that we have inserted 
his first number of Hints to do good. The 
second may be expected next month. The 
delay in this and many other eases, must 
be attributed to our inability to publish ap- 
proved communications, so fast as they 
come to hand. This fact need not induce 
any one who holds the pen of a ready wri- 
ter, to desist from his labors; for it Is very 
desirable, that an editor of a periodical 
work should always have a considerable 
number of valuable papers on hand. 

Ny correspondent is warranted to con- 
clude, that his communication is rejected, 
from the mere fact that it does not ap- 
pear immediately. 








